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ANNUAL LETTER FROM THE MISSION 
TO THE ARMENIANS. 


General Progress. 


Tas mission held its annual meeting ia April 
and May, continuing its sessions through a num- 
ber of days. All the stations were represented 
except Erzeroom. ‘The meeting appears to have 
been pleasant and profitable; a considerable 
portion of the time was spent in devotional exer- 
cises. The obstacles thrown in the way of mis- 
sionary effort, and particularly the persecutions 
which many of the enlightened Armenians have 
recently been called to endure, naturally sug- 
gested topics of interesting inquiry and dis- 
cussion. ‘he 28th of May was designated as 
“aday of fasting and prayer, in reference to the 
peculiar trials to which the mission, and especi- 
ally the native brethren, are now exposed.” It is 
evident, however, that the missionaries are 
wither disappointed nor discouraged by the 
opposition which they are called io encounter. 
They feel that they are doing the Lord’s work, 
and that, consequently, they have nothing to fear. 
‘The following extracts from “ the annual letter” 
ae hopeful and encouraging. 


If the reports of the stations, now for- 
warded to the Committee, are not all of 
them so full as they have been in some 
former years, it is owing to no diminu- 
tion in the measure of that divine 
influence which has been so richly 
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granted us. We can truly say that God, 
in his infinite mercy, ‘has not cast us 
away from his presence, nor taken from 
us his Holy Spirit.’ On the contrary, 
that great work which has been com- 
menced here, and which has exhibited, 
more than was exhibited in creation, the 
mighty power of God, is steadily and 
perceptibly advancing, not only from 
year to year, but from month to month, 
and even from week to week. The hand 
that is thus carrying it forward, is un- 
seen; and all the wisdom and cunning 
of the most ingenious and crafty of our 
enemies have not been able to find it. It 
is almighty ; and the very mightiest of 
the mighty, with all their determinate 
counsel and united effort, have not been 
able to arrest it. The work itself is a 
spiritual work; and, as such, it bids 
absolute defiance to bars and bolts, to 
walls and prisons. As such, no police, 
however terrible might be its character, 
could seize hold of it. The utmost 
stretch of despotic power could not ban- 
ish it. Not all the combinations of 
political influence and physical force, 
furnished with all the instruments of 
destruction which the full treasury of 
kings can supply, could ever prevent a 
single individual from being translated 
from the kingdom of darkness into the 
kingdom of God’s dear Son. What of 
all that is temporal, can confine that 
which is spiritual; or stop the progress 
of that which “cometh not with obser- 
vation?” As easily might the light be 











290 Constantinople :—Letter from Mr. Hamlin. Serr, 


prevented from stealing on the darkness, 
as the “unseen” and the “eternal” be 
checked by any of the things which are 
“ seen ” and “temporal.” 

The indignation of the enemy is in- 
deed at present very great, and his wrath 
is poured abroad. But not only is the 
Spirit of God helping us ; his providence 
also is raising up standards, of which, in 
strict dependence on him, it is our privi- 
lege to make use. And so long as we, 
and our brethren and friends at home, do 
not draw down upon us the curse of 
trusting to an arm of flesh, we may rest 
assured, that the Lord will continue to 
be our helper; and we may still go on 
and not fear, though ‘ten thousands of 
the people should set themselves against 
us round about.’ 


Several additional particulars respecting this 
new outbreak of persecution, will be found in the 
communications which follow. 

At the last meeting of the Board, it will be 
remembered, the following resolutic 1 was adopt- 
ed: “ Resolved, that it be recommended to those 
missions in which it can conveniently be done, to 
hold their annual meeting at the same time with 
that of the Board; and that other missions 
observe the anniversary in such a way as they 
think will best promote the object proposed.” 
The action of the Prudential Committee, referred 
to below, was designed to carry into effect the 
wishes of the Board, as expressed in the fore- 
going resolution. 


The proposal from the Committee to 
hold our annual meeting at the same 
time with the meeting of the Board, 
meets with our most cordial approbation. 
We regard it as eminently calculated to 
render more sacred and tender the rela- 
tions existing between the missionaries, 
the Board, and the churches at home, 
and greatly to multiply and strengthen 
all their mutual sympathies; and we 
regard it as one of the most important 
means to secure prayer, more fervent and 
united, for the divine,blessing on our 
labors. We regret, therefore, that the 
season of the year will often, and per- 
haps generally, prevent us from holding 
our annual meeting at that time. But, 
whenever thus prevented, we shall, 
agreeably to the recommendation con- 
tained in the second resolution of the 
Committee, have meetings for special 
prayer at our several stations ; and thus, 
so far as is practicable, we shall rejoice 
with all our hearts to carry into effect the 
important object designed to be attained 
by this concert. 

















Constantinople. 


LETTER FROM MR. HAMLIN, MARCH, 29, 


1845. 


-1 family dismembered by Persecution, 


Mr. Ham un is still permitted to continue his 
labors in connection with the seminary at Bebek ; 
and the object of this letter is to communicate 
such facts of interest as have fallen more parti. 
cularly within the range of his observation. He 
first describes a case of persecution which wij} 
illustrate the spirit and the proceedings of many, 
who are vainly opposing the onward march of 
the gospel. 


It is but a short time since a family 
was living together in perfect harmony, 
all of its members professing attachment 
to the truth. The friendliness of the 
mother and eldest daughter, however, 
has lately changed to implacable enmity, 
they having yielded to the influence of 
wealthy and powerful relatives. As the 
mother holds all the property, and has, 
consequently, no inconsiderable power in 
her hands, she hoped to win back all her 
children to obedience to the church. In 
connection with her oldest daughter, she 
began by endeavoring to induce the rest 
to confess and receive the sacrament; 
but all their efforts proving fruitless, they 
commenced a course of opposition and 
gross personal abuse, which has resulted 
in the dismemberment of the family. Six 
have left their dwelling to seek for homes 
elsewhere, and have nobly sacrificed their 
present comfort and worldly good to their 
love of the truth. 

It was not till they had made re 
and persevering efforts to be so far re- 
conciled, as to secure peace and yet 
allow them the exercise of the rights of 
conscience, that they resolved to leave. 
If they retired to a room, however re- 
mote from the family, for prayer, they 
were always interrupted by beating upon 
the door, or by such vociferations as 
made it impossible to proceed. The 
daughter, referred to above, endeavored 
to expel her own husband from the house, 
even while sick. 

Having one day, when he was confin- 
ed to his bed, endeavored in vain to ex- 
tract a promise from him to abandon 

rayer-meetings, preaching, our Smyrna 
fobs &c., she was so infuriated that 
she struck him violently in the face, and 
would have proceeded to beat him, had 
not others interfered. He left the house 
as soon as he was able, and went to re 
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side with a friend. His wife followed 
him, professed great penitence for what 
she had done, and proposed that he 
should return and live with her, on the 
single condition of not attending the 
Sabbath services at Mr. Dwight’s or the 
seminary. If he would concede this 
one point, she would give up all the rest. 
He yielded and returned ; but when the 
Sabbath came he found that his peace 
was gone. He felt that he had betrayed 
his Master, and had preferred his own 
peace in his family to the gospel of his 
salvation. He was, however, soon re- 
leased from his promise; for his wife, 
encouraged by his yielding one point, 
began to renew her demands of entire 
obedience to the church ; and her perse- 
cutions became even more malignant 
than before, so that he was compelled 
again to leave his home. They have no 
children, and the separation is probably 
final, as she declares that he shall never 
enter the house again. His appearance 
during this severe trial has been most 
exemplary. He was formerly a passion- 
ate, irascible man ; but he has, through 
divine grace, obtained a wonderful de- 

of self-control, and his brothers and 
sisters testify that, during this long trial 
of nearly two months, he has never been 
_ geen to lose his self-command in any 
instance, and has exhibited a firmness 
and patience worthy of a follower of 
Christ. 

While the daughter was thus spending 
her strength in persecuting her husband, 
the mother was equally zealous in per- 
secuting her children. Her youngest 
daughter, who has given pleasing evidence 
of piety for some years, was kept almost 
like a prisoner in the house, and was 
allowed neither to read nor converse 
with her brothers. The mother rarely 
spoke either to her oldest son, nor did 
she mention his name to others, in any 
milder terms than “devil,” “Satan,” 
“heretic,” &c., declaring that she would 
disinherit him, accuse him to the Patri- 
arch, and have him imprisoned or sent to 
the bagnio. To her Armenian neighbors 
she accused him of being a blasphemer 
of the church, the sacraments, the Vir- 
gin and al! the saints; and to her Turk- 
ish neighbors, of being an idolater, a 
worshipper of paper, (a sneeiing refer- 
ence to his attachment to the gospel,) 
and in heart an atheist. 

The evangelical members of the family, 
after making their condition a subject of 
special prayer, concluded to leave and 
seek for homes elsewhere. Those who 
have thus been called to endure reproach 
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for Christ’s sake have done it joyfully, 
and, I trust, it is designed to be greatly 
instrumental in promoting their sancti- 
fication and the confirmation of their 
faith. 


The Patriach—Inquirers—Seminary. 


In a previous letter, published in the Herald 
for June, Mr. Hamlin alluded to the Patriareh’s 
hostility to the seminary at Bebek. Jt was there 
stated that this individual had induced two of the 
pupils to leave the institution. ‘These efforts, it 
seems, have not ceased. 


The Patriarch has continued his petty 
persecution of the seminary, and, by 
great effort, has succeeded in detaching 
two more of our students fromus. One, 
the grandson of a priest, was compelled 
to leave in order to save his grandfather 
from the condign punishment which 
would have followed disobedience. The 
poor boy left with deep regret. He 
has been in the school two and a half 
years ; and though he appeared at first 
to be a most stupid and unpromising 
child, and could hardly read a simple 
sentence in Armenian, he had become a 
studious, conscientious and exemplary 
pupil; and was making better progress 
than we had ever anticipated. The 
other pupils had but just entered the 
school. 

I think I have before mentioned that 
the Patriarch has taken one of our ad- 
vanced students, and made him teacher 
of a select class in one of the principal 
schools of the metropolis. He is un- 
questionably better qualified for his du- 
ties, than any other teacher in the 
eighteen Armenian schools of Con- 
stantinople and its vicinity. 


The following statements are of a more pleas- 
ing character. 


I have recently had much interesting 
conversation with some inquirers after 
the truth, whose minds seem to be under 
the influences of the Spirit of God. One 
in particular, a papist, came afew days 
since with B.,—the converted Catholic 
frequently referred to in previous com- 
munications,—and manifested an earnest 
desire to know the truth. He remarked 
that, for two months, he had been unable 
to attend to his business in consequence 
of his being so unsettled in regard to 
his condition. He said freely, “I know 
the papal church to be full of error and 
deception; but in regard to many things, 
my mind is in doubt, darkness and con- 
fusion.” After a long conversation he 
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left, promising to call again. From the 
earnestness which he manifested, and 
the apparent readiness with which he 
received every thing which was clearly 
sustained by testimony from the word of 
God, I have strong hopes that he is com- 
ing to a clear and saving knowledge of 
the truth. 


An occasion of great interest is described be- 
low. 


The senior class of our seminary has 
just graduated. It consisted of but three 
individuals. You are already aware that 
most of the original members of this: 
class have entered into various useful 
employments, as interpreters in the capi- 
tal and neighborhood. The three who 
have just graduated, are the choicest 
members of the class, and have made 
good progress in all their studies. They 
are regarded by us and our Armenian 
brethren as hopefully pious, and devoted 
to the spiritual and intellectual renova- 
tion of their countrymen. One will pro- 
bably be connected with the press at 
Smyrna; and the other two will become 
teachers. We regard them with great 
interest as the first ripe fruits of the 
seminary. On receiving their deplomas, 
they were addressed by Mr. Dwight and 
myself, in regard to their aims in future 
life and the principles by which they 
are to be governed. A neat copy of 
D’ Aubigné’s History of the Reformation, 
—from J. McKean, Esq., Treasurer of 
Bowdoin College,—was presented to each. 
They were quite overcome on taking 
leave, and we gave them the parting 
hand and blessing with strong emotion. 
We love them as sons, and shall always 
follow them with deep interest and 
earnest prayer. Would that the many 
individuals who have manifested a spe- 
cial interest in the seminary, could have 
witnessed the scene, and entered into all 
the feelings and emotions awakened in 
our own hearts. 


— — ooo 


LETTER FROM MR. DWIGHT, MAY 22, 
1845. 


Outbreak of Persecution. 


Frequent allusions have been made to the op- 


position which the pious Armenians are obliged 
The following 
extract deseribes a more violent demonstration of 
hatred to the truth, than has oceurred for many 


to encounter at the present time. 
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Last week a very black cloud see: 

to be hanging over us, just ready to burst 
upon our heads; but now the sun is 
shining as brightly as ever. An inter. 
esting young man at Trebizond, whom 
Dr. Hawes and yourself saw there, wag 
seized by order of the Pasha,—at the jn. 
stigation of the Bishop of Trebizond and 
the Patriarch here,—and sent to Constay. 
tinople, where he was thrown into the 
mad house, and chained from his nee 
and also from his feet, to the wall. The 
Patriarch likewise sent out his beadles 
to pick up some of the leading men of 
the evangelical party in this city; and 
every thing looked very much like a get. 
tled purpose, on the part of the enemies 
of evangelical truth, to carry the point 
with a high hand. The Lord, however 
interposed a barrier, and now they are as 
quiet as ever. ‘To the surprise of all, the 
young man who was shut up in the mad 
house, walked into our preaching service 
last Sabbath, a free man, very much ag 
Peter, when miraculously delivered from 
prison, betook himself immediately to the 
place where the brethren were assembled 
for prayer. We were singing a hymn 
when he came in; and in the prayer 
which followed, I returned thanks to God 
for his deliverance. We have not, to 
this day, ascertained precisely what hu- 
man power effected his release ; of this, 
however, we have no doubt, namely, that 
it is all of God, and to him be all the 
glory! There were probably one hun- 
dred at our service last Sabbath, not- 
withstanding the threatening appear- 
ances, 


~_— 
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LETTER FROM MR. GOODELL, JUNE 7, 
1845. 


Persection restrained. 


From this letter of Mr. Goodell, it appears 
that the returning quict, mentioned by Mr. 
Dwight, continued for a number of days subse- 
quently, 


An awful persecution broke out, a few 
weeks ago, against the evangelical par- 
ty, which threatened to devour every 
thing holy and good. The storm had 
been gathering for some time, and its 
aspect was truly terrific. We appointed 
a day for fasting, humiliation and prayer; 
but lo! before the time appointed for 
this exercise, in one day, in one hour, the 
prison doors were thrown open, the con- 
stables were called in, and the roaring 
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and raving and threatenings of the 
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were stopped, as suddenly as the 
py and pom 4 were hushed when 
Jesus arose and rebuked them, saying, 
«Peace, be still; and there was a great 
calm.” Not a breath of opposition is 
now heard from any quarter. Every 
thing is as still and quiet as though such 
a thing as persecution had never been 
heard of since the world began. Surely, 
«the Lord on high is mightier than the 
noise of many waters, yea than the 
mighty waves of the sea.” We observed 
our day of fasting as one of thanksgiving. 
My meetings with the Armenians, for 
the exposition of the Scriptures, I still 
continue twice a week; and I have 
recently put my hand to the work of pre- 
paring “ Notes on the four Gospels” for 
them. This is greatly wanted, and it 
was urged upon me by the brethren with 
so much earnestness that I have consent- 
ed to undertake the work. I fear I shall 
be engaged in too many things, and 
shall go beyond my strength; but to 
«bring forth fruit in old age,” though it 
be but little, is a pleasure. The native 
brethren themselves will bear the whole 
expense of translating and printing the 
work. 


LETTER FROM MR. WOOD, JUNE 13, 1845. 


Seminary— Readiness to hear the Gospel. 


Mr. Woop is associated with Mr. Hamlin in 
the seminary at Bebek. His opportunities for 
watching the progress of events among the 
Amnenians of ‘Turkey, are less favorable, there- 
fore, than those enjoyed by some of his brethren. 
Still, the facts mentioned in the following extract 
will, it is presumed, be read with general interest. 


Mr. Hamlin has informed you of some 
of the efforts of the ecclesiastical author- 
ities to get away the pupils of our semi- 
nary. It obviously never had a stronger 
hold upon the people, nor exerted a wider 
and better influence, than at the present 
moment. Of those now in the school, 
several are very promising. Five of them 
we regard as hopefully pious ; and in re- 
spect to the rest, I may say with truth 
that the tearful eye and deeply interested 
expression of countenance, not unfre- 
quently observable in some when hearing 
the gospel, attest the working of the 
spirit within. As the pupils are from 
widely distant parts of the country,— 
Marsovan, Trebizond, Mosul, &c.,—may 
we not hope that through them the light 
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of God’s truth will irradiate the utmost 
borders of the land ? 

As heretofore, we continue to have 
occasional visitors from very remote 
points. Within the last few days we 
have had several calls from the chief 
deacon of an Armenian convent in a 
distant city. 

The position which we occupy with 
respect to the work of God in Constan- 
tinople, may be illustrated by an account 
of one of the days of last week. On 
Thursday, June 5, Mr. Hamlin sent for 
me to see company at the seminary. On 
going over, | found about twenty men 
assembled in his study. He informed 
me that they had come up from the city 
to hear preaching ; and he wished me to 
attend to them while he retired to make 
a for this service. Accordingly 

sat down in the midst of them for two 
hours or more, and was occupied in ex- 
plaining passages of Scripture, answer- 
ing their questions, and conversing about 
the most important and fundamental 
points of Christian doctrine. At length 
Mr. Hamlin came in, and we repaired to 
the school-room to hear him deliver a 
lecture, (one of a course which he is de- 
livering to the students,) on one branch 
of the evidences of Christianity; the 
lecture being adapted to the auditory, 
and made highly practical in its char- 
acter. 

As he was about closing, a new com- 
pany of fifteen or more came in. They 
were much disappointed at finding them- 
selves so late ; and Mr. Hamlin suggest- 
ed to me that I should give them a sermon 
in addition. They were anxious to have 
me comply with the suggestion; and it 
was arranged that, after an hour, another 
service should be held. So, availing 
myself of a former preparation, I returned 
in an hour and preached on “ Christ’s 
kingdom not of this world.” The au- 
dience had now increased to more than 
forty, and made, with the students, a 
congregation of between seventy and 
eighty! After the service, they remained 
to continue the discussions until five 
o’clock in the afternoon. During the 
whole day, from eight in the morning to 
the hour just named, they were occu- 
pied, either in listening to preaching, or 
in conversation about divine truth. They 
received the truth as famishing men lay 
hold of food when it is brought to them. 
There did not seem to be a caviller or 
opposer aznong them. The topics brought 
forward were not questions of idle curi- 
osity, but matters relating to the most 
essential and vital truths of the gospel. 
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They all appeared to be honest and 
deeply interested inquirers after the way 
of salvation; and what particularly ex- 
cited our surprise was, that, with the 
exception of five or six, they were all 
strangers to us. They were men who 
have recently been induced to attend the 
preaching of Mr. Dwight and Mr. Good- 
ell in Pera, and with whom neither Mr. 
Hamlin nor myself had become much, 
if at all, acquainted. “So mightily does 
the word of the Lord now grow and pre- 
vail” in Constantinople. This is the 
response of the people with respect to 
the recent cruel case of persecution. 

We understand that some of the eccle- 
siastics are very angry on account of the 
occurrences which I have described 
above. But what can they do? Until 
they themselves learn to teach the pure 
gospel, the people will go to those by 
whom alone their spiritual wants can be 
supplied. You may inquire what should 
bring out such a number to us on that 
particular day. The answer is that on 
that day one of the festivals of their 
church (Ascension) occurred, when it is 
customary to suspend business; and 
these persons knew not how to spend the 
day more pleasantly and profitably than 
by a six mile excursion up the Bosphorus 
to hear the word of God. Had these in- 
dividuals spent the day in wine shops 
and a drinking carousal, no fault would 
have been found with them. Spending 
it as they did, they excited the fierce ire 
of their professed spiritual guides, and 
are marked as heretics and schismatics ; 
but whether for that reason they should 
not come to us, or we should decline 
instructing them when they do come, we 
leave to them that “know the truth” 
to decide. 








Trebizond. 


JOURNAL OF MR. BLISS. 
A Visitor—A Learner—Interesting In- 
terview. 


Tis journal embraces a period of about nine 
months, extending from May 29, 1844, to Febru- 
ary 24, 1845. Itwill be seen that, while there is 
much to encourage, there is not a little to awaken 
solicitude and fear. 


May 29. Mr. Johnston had a visitor 
to-day who may be regarded as a speci- 
men of a class, not yet extinct in Trebi- 
zond. He had heard that we bought 
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disciples at the rate of thirty-three 
piastres the head, and that these thirty. 
three piastres had this marvellous oa 
arity, that the possessor might s 
thirty of them every day, and yet find the 
original sum in his pocket the next 
morning; and, desirous of receiving a 
share of this wonderful seed money, he 
had come “to be written a Farmasson,” 
It was with difficulty that the poor map 
was convinced that he had been de. 
ceived. 


Under date of June 10, Mr. Bliss says, “'The 
Armenian vartabed has lately introduced three 
ignorant young men from the country into the 
priest’s offiée, to the great dissatisfaction of the 
other priests. The reason assigned is, that alj 
the old priests have become so full of Protestant. 
ism that he cannot manage them.” 


July 25. A young man, living about 
five miles from the city, has been tryi 
to learn the use of figures. To-day 
found him practicing his lesson on the 
margin of a bit of newspaper, with the 
bottom of a friend’s shoe fora table, a 
piece of wood for a pen, and blood from 
his own hand for ink! 


Such was the health of Mr. Johnston’s family, 
that he felt constrained to leave Trebizond for a 
season, as mentioned below. 


August 5. Mr. Johnston left to-day 
with his family for Constantinople. Yes. 
terday most of the enlightened Armeni- 
ans came to bid him farewell. The 
occasion naturally led to a more than 
usually free expression of their feelings, 
and brought out very pleasing evidence 
that Mr. Johnston’s labors had not been 
in vain. All expresssed the most earnest 
desires for his speedy return, that they 
might again hear the gospel from his 
lips; and, at the same time, they declared 
their own determination to cling to “the 
book of good news.” One young man 
who has lately been learning to read, for 
the express purpose of making himself 
acquainted with the word of God, and 
who is now able to spell out a few sen- 
tences, said, with much simplicity and 
earnestness, “What I have heard is 
good, and what I have read is good too.” 
Another, who has recently been quite ill, 
said that before his sickness he had fol- 
lowed Christ with only half a heart; and 
that he was now determined to follow 
with the whole. He has given good 
proof of his sincerity by leaving a profi- 
table situation as a clerk, because that in 
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it he was required to break the Sabbath, 
and to practice deception. 


Disappointment— Encouragement. 


Occurrences like the following are among the 
severest trials of the missionary. 


96. Ina late election of twelve men 
to take charge of the general interests 
of the Armenian community, several 
were chosen who have been reckoned 
among “the gospel readers,” and whose 
influence it was thought would now 
bring about more toleration in religious 
opinion. In respect to two or three of 
them we had hoped that, if not already 
converted men, they were not far from 
the kingdom of God. But the event has 
shown how weak are the principles of 
those who are not “strong in the Lord 
and in the power of his might.” At the 
bidding of a banker from Constantinople, 
the whole twelve have given a promise, 
under hand and seal, that they “ will try, 
—by gentle means first, and, if these 
fail, by harsh,—to free the Armenian 
community from all heresy, and espe- 
cially from the new American doctrine.” 
Every one understands this to be a 
promise to oppose the gospel; and yet it 
does not appear that one of them made 
the least manly resistance to the proposi- 
tion; though it requires of them to be 
false to their own consciences, and 
oppose that which they have often and 
with much zeal publicly advocated as the 
right way of the Lord. It is true that no 
one, probably not even the banker him- 
self, expects them to keep their promise. 
It was made through fear of a powerful 
man; and when he is gone it will pass 
for nothing. But the injury done to 
their consciences will remain. 


In respect to others, however, it is hoped that 
our brethren at ‘I’rebizond can say with truth, 
“ Ye are our glory and joy.” 


28. Among our native friends are 
two brothers, whose spiritual progress 
has of late afforded us much encourage- 
ment. They meet with constant oppo- 
sition at home from a father and mother, 
who are most bigotedly attached to the 
superstitions of their church; but they 
still contrive to find opportunities for the 
daily study of God’s word, and are obvi- 
ously growing thereby. 

One of them called this evening, and 
I had a most interesting conversation 
with him. He began by alluding in 
terms of deep humility to his deficiencies 





as a Christian. I asked him what he 
regarded as his great defect. After 
pausing a moment, he replied, “That I 
love God so little, andthe world so 
much; and that spiritual thoughts so 
seldom come to my mind.” This led us 
to consider the means of cultivating 
spiritual affections, and that best of all 
means, “looking unto Jesus, the author 
and finisher of our faith.” In the pro- 
gress of the conversation I was greatly 
interested in the mature piety indicated 
by his remarks. 


Under date of September 16, Mr. Bliss says, 
“ The attendance at our religious service on the 
Sabbath has increased from twelve or fifteen to 
twenty, and has become more constant.” He 
adds, “The individuals mentioned under date of 
August 26, are again co-operating with their 
former associates, though rather secretly. One 
does it publicly.” 


Native Helper — Temperance — Persecu- 
tion. 


December 8. For the last two weeks 
we have been favored with the presence 
and labors of a very pious and intelligent 
native brother from Constantinople. It 
has rejoiced the hearts of our friends 
very much to hear the gospel preached 
by one of their own nation; and they 
seemed to feel that they could not have 
enough of him. He held a religious 
service every evening, besides being 
almost constantly occupied with visitors 
during the day. And when, during the 
latter part of the time, there were threats 
that our gates would be watched, and all 
who were detected in coming to the 
meetings would be imprisoned or beaten, 
they came still, though in smaller num- 
bers and with more caution. Yesterday, 
it being the last Sabbath he was to 
spend here, nearly all the gospel men 
came together; though in order to 
accomplish this with the desired secrecy, 
some were obliged to come almost at 
break of day, and some even passed the 
previous night in the house. We hope 
that the labors of our brother will be 
productive of much and permanent good. 

One result of his visit is the formation 
of a temperance society, on the princi- 
ples of total abstinence, numbering 
twenty members. Intemperance is mak- 
ing fearful progress here. Enormous 
quantities of the wine manufactured in 
the country are drunk. Indeed the use 
of it is regarded as a religious act. The 
priests urge it upon any of their flock 
whom they happen to find averse to the 








296 


practice, with such arguments as these: 
“ Christ blessed the wine ; therefore you 
should drink.” “He said, ‘This is my 
blood ;’ the more we drink the better.” 
“ He is no Christian, he is a Mussulman, 
who does not drink.” Of late years the 
fire waters of other countries have come 
in to help forward the work of death. 
And it is nothing unusual to see half a 
dozen porters in our streets, staggering 
along under the weight of a huge hogs- 
head, on which is written, in too plain 
characters, “ Best N. E. Rum, Boston.” 


The following extract shows that the predic- 
tion of our Savior, “ A man’s foes shall be they 
of his own household,” is often verified at Trebi- 
zond, 


16. Said a young man, one of the 
brothers mentioned under date of Au- 
gust 28, to me to-day, “ Seven years has 
my father been trying, in every way, to 
hinder me from reading and obeying the 
gospel; and though | have endeavored 
to soften his heart towards me by the 
most dutiful conduct, it has been utterly 
without effect.” He then narrated the 
following, as a specimen of his father’s 
treatment of him. A few mornings ago, 
as he was sitting in his room, studying 
the gospel, the father came in and began 
to upbraid him, in the most violent man- 
ner, for not having been to church that 
morning. (It was a week day.) From 
words he proceeded to blows, the son all 
the while making no reply, but saying, 
“ Hear me, father; why do you beat me?” 
The violence of the father’s anger was 
at length a little appeased by the inter- 
position of the other brother; but he 
went off immediately, summoned to the 
house a priest and five or six influential 
men, that they might use their authority 
in reclaiming his sons from what he 
regarded as their evil way. They came, 
and at first made a show of argument; 
but finding themselves likely to be worst- 
ed in this, they betook themselves to 
abuse. One of the brothers called upon 
the priest to reprove the violent and pro- 
fane language of his companions ; but 
this he refused to do, saying, “ They 
have done nothing wrong.” He demand- 
ed of the brothers why they left him to 
run after foreign priests, and asked, “ Am 
I not a priest?” They replied that it 
was not for them to dispute his claim to 
that title, “ But,” said one of them, “if 
you are a priest, where are the fruits of 
your ministry? How many men have 
you ever gained over to the service of 
God? ‘To how many did you ever even 
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go with an exhortation to repentance and 
faith in Christ?” These were search. 
ing questions, and the priest was silent 
The interview ended, leaving all parties 
where it found them. 

The case of these brothers is not 
solitary one. There is hardly one of the 
enlightened Armenians who does not 
meet with the most decided opposition 
from a parent or relative. A day or two 
since the father of a young man who js 
in the habit of attending our meetings, 
after having severely beaten his son and 
burnt his gospel, told him that unless he 
gave up reading that book, he would 
turn him out of his house. “ Very well, 
father,” said the son, “if you wish me to 
leave you for the gospel’s sake, I am 
ready to go.” The father was a little 
frightened at this answer; and fear; 
that his son would really leave him, 
immediately dropped the conversation, 

22. During the last week the enemies 
of the truth have been so loud and con. 
fident in threatening what they would do 
to the gospel men, that I went to the 
place of prayer this morning, hardly ex. 
pecting to find five persons there; but, 
instead of a small number, we have 
seldom had a larger audience, or one 
giving more earnest attention. T'wenty- 
six were present in the morning, and 
twenty-three were at the Bible class in 
the afternoon. 


The new Year—Concert of Prayer—New 
Vartabed. 


At the close of the year, Mr. Bliss says, “One 
or two individuals give evidence of having passed 
from death to life; and those whom we before 
regarded as converted men, have been apparently 
growing in grace.” Still, however, it was pain- 
fully manifest that the reformation lacked spiritual 
power. The doctrines of the gospel had gained, 
in many cases, the assent of the understanding; 
but it was feared that they were exerting a con- 
trolling influence over but few hearts. In these 
circumstances our brethren have felt their need of 
a special interest in the prayers of Christians, 


31. Some there are, who give evi- 
dence that they are the true children of 
God, evidence that sometimes fills our 
hearts with joy to overflowing. If to 
leave off cursing and lying, drunkenness 
and reviling, be evidence of a change 
of character, they are changed. If to 
bear ignominy, reproach and persecution 
meekly and uncomplainingly, for the 
gospel’s sake, shows men to be disciples 
of Jesus of Nazareth, they are his disci- 
ples. If to love God’s word, and to be 
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diligent students of that word; if to love 
the place of prayer and be men of prayer 
themselves, attest the work of God’s 
Spirit upon the heart, they have felt the 

wer of that Spirit. When we see their 
watchfulness against sin, their humility, 
their zeal, we cannot doubt that they 
have put on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

And besides these there are others of 
whom we have hope, though it alternates 
with many fears. The kingdom of God 
in the hearts of men here is, in the great 
majority of cases, just like seed sown in 
the field; for a time it is hid from the 
sight, then it puts forth, “ first the blade, 
then the ear, after that the full corn in 
the ear.” Such has been the progress of 
that kingdom in the hearts of those who 
now give the best evidence of piety. 
We would not, therefore, pronounce 
hastily upon any man’s character. It is 
dificult for those who live amid all the 
favoring influences of Christian lands to 
understand how many hinderances, and 
how much opposition here meets the man 
who would tread the road to heaven. 

January 6, 1845, Our native brethren 
have united with us in observing this as 
aday of fasting and prayer for the con- 
version of the world. An hour before 
sunset about twenty individuals came 
together, to unite their voices in the 
great Christian concert. 

In the evening a young man froma 
neighboring town called. He had re- 
ceived a copy of the New Testament 
from a friend in Trebizond, and had be- 
gun to read it, evidently with much in- 
terest; but his mind was troubled by the 
qnestion which new inquirers here so 
often ask, “ Where did our church get 
its doctrines of picture-worship, and of 
the use of the holy oil in baptism?” He 
thought there must be authority for these 
practices somewhere in the Bible, and 
wondered that he could not find it. I 
pointed hin to those passages which had 
a bearing upon the subjects of his inquiry, 
and endeavored to show him how we 
should worship, and how he might really 
secure that gift of the Holy Ghost which 
he had been taught was received in 
baptism. There was an earnestness in | 
his manner, and an apparent determina- 
tion to rest his faith on evidence alone, 
that made me hope he would not be long | 
in coming to a knowledge of the truth. 


Afier a six months’ trial, the Armenians of 
Trebizond succeeded in effecting the removal of 
their former vartabed. This season of turmoil 
aud strife was quite favorable to those who were 





frendly to the missiouasies, it being to them a 


time of comparative quiet. The new vartabed 
soon entered upon a series of efforts, the object of 
which was to arrest the reformation which he 
found in progress among his people. At first, 
however, he proceeded with mildness and caution. 
The two brothers, mentioned under date of Au- 
gust 28, were called before him; and Mr. Bliss 
has given an account of the interview. 


February 11. They were very politely 
received. Their errors were pleasantly 
alluded to, and a labored attempt was 
made to prejudice their minds against us, 
as being the followers of Calvin and 
Luther, “ who taught, the former that the 
elect would be saved, though they lived 
and died the most infamous of wretches, 
the latter, that God is the author of all 
sin.” T’o this the brothers very quietly 
answered, “That it was no concern of 
theirs what Luther or Calvin taught; their 
anxiety was simply to ascertain the doc- 
trines of Christ.” “ But,” said the varta- 
bed, “these men are foreigners; why do 
you gotothem? You never go to the 
Catholics or to the Greeks.” “Ve 
true,” was the reply, “because the first 
thing we should hear, if we went to the 
Catholics or Greeks, would be, ‘Come, 
believe as our church teaches.’ ‘Become 
Catholics.’ ‘Become Greeks” These , 
men only point us to the gospel and ex- 
hort us to obey that. We regard them 
as true Christians. We have derived 
spiritual benefit from intercourse with 
them ; it is for this reason that we go to 
them, and for this reason we are deter- 
mined to continue to go.” The vartabed 
became rather excited at his want of 
success; but he let them go in peace, 
saying that he should call them again, to 
talk more with them, and wished them 
meanwhile to think of their ways. 


Persecution. 


This promise to “call them again,” as may be 
supposed, was faithfully kept. 


21. Thetwo men, mentioned above, 
have been again before the vartabed, who 
had this time called to his aid the council 
of twelve. The crimes of the two 
brothers were formally stated. “They 
attended the preaching of the Americans; 
they were in the habit of shutting them- 
selves up in a room alone to pray, and 
when ordered by their father to go to 
market on the Sabbath, they refused.” 
“ But,” said one of them, “is it a crime 
to pray in secret? Is it a sin to keep 
the Sabbath holy?” “What is the 
harm,” answered the vartabed, “of buy- 
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ing any little thing on the Sabbath? 
Are we Jews, that we must be so strict ? 
If a man attends the church in the morn- 
ing, that is enough.” In the progress of 
the conversation on this and other topics, 
the two brothers made frequent reference 
to passages of Scripture to sustain their 
views, till the vartabed became quite 
impatient, and cried out, “ Don’t let me 
hear any more what the gospel says, or 
what the Acts say. Von are not here to 
preach to me. Let basket makers make 
baskets.” 

At one time the whvle company be- 
came very much excited, when the elder 
of the brothers, a man of great dignity of 
manners, rose up in his seat and, with 
the utmost mildness, said, “I beg you 
not to be thus excited on my account. I 
have told you my sentiments. I cannot 
change them. If you like them, well; if 
not, I will now leave.” This had the 
effect of restoring quiet. 

Although this interview preserved, for 
the most part, its professed character of 
an attempt to convince and persuade, 
there were manifest indications of a dis- 
position to resort to more stringent 
measures. It should be remarked too, 
as a specimen of what frequently occurs 
in this land, in like circumstances, that 
the vartabed, in this public meeting, took 
very different ground from that upon 
which he placed himself in the private 
interview with the brothers. Then he 
was willing to admit that prayers to the 
saints, and the worship of pictures, were 
vain things; but now, in the presence of 
the twelve counsellors, he becomes a 
most valiant and uncompromising cham- 
pion in defence of such worship. 


The “ indications of a disposition to resort to 
more stringent measures,” referred to above, 
were not fallacious. 


24. Some time ago the father of the 
two brothers, provoked by what he called 
their obstinacy, made complaint to a 
Turkish judge that his sons had changed 
their religion, and he wished them or- 
dered to leave his house. (The sons had 
en three fourths of the price of the 

ouse; so that it was in reality more 
theirs than his.) The judge summoned 
the elder of the brothers to give an 
account of himself. He went and made 
a plain statement of what change had 
taken place in his sentiments, in regard 
to the worship of pictures, &c. The 
result was that the judge, instead of 
giving the order desired by the father, 
expressed himself much pleased with the 





conduct of the sons; (picture worshj 
cannot have more zealous opponents than 
the Turks ;) and he at once dismissed the 
case. A few days after the father re. 
newed his suit before another Turkish 
officer. The brothers were again sym. 
moned, and again explained how the 
matter stood; but they stated that, as 
dutiful sons, they felt bound to reg 
the wishes of their father, when 
could conscientiously do it; and accord. 
ingly they would waive, for the present, 
their claim upon the house and leave jt 
The officer was astonished, but highly 
pleased with the conduct of the sons, go 
unlike that of the father, who stood ajj 
the while with his back towards them, 
crying, “Don’t let me see the faces of 
these dogs of the Farmassons.” Before 
night of the same day the families ang 
effects of the two brothers were removed, 
amid the triumphing sneers of many a 
looker on, to another house. 

But we now learn that they are not to 
be at rest there. Their enemies, havi 
met with no success in efforts to persuade 
them to change their course, and bej 
not quite ready to risk the consequences 
of an attempt to banish or to beat th 
have betaken themselves to acts of 
but wearying torment. The owner of 
the house in which the brothers took 
refuge, has received orders not to harbor 
them. Their wives, by much effort, have 
been persuaded to leave them, and return 
to the father’s house ; so that the brothers 
have been obliged to take up their abode 
in their shop; and the threat is that they 
shall have no quiet even there. They 
bear all with the most exemplary meek- 
ness and cheerful patience. 

The persecuting party did a kind act 
to the cause of truth when they selected 
these men and determined to try upon 
them their strength. Such an example 
of stedfast adherence to principle will 
teach many people here, both foes and 
professed friends, some lessons which 
they much need to learn. 


LETTER FROM MR. BLISS, JUNE Il, 
1845. 


Persecution—Burial Refused. 


THE statements contained in the preceding 
journal, taken in connection with the known 
determination of the higher Armenian ecclesias- 
ties to arrest if possible, the progress of evangeli- 
cal sentiments, will have prepared the reader, in 
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at least, for the intelligence which follows. 
The storm whieh has now burst upon the station 
at Trebizond, has been gathering for a long time. 
Jthas probably exceeded in severity what any 
one anticipated; and the havoe which it has 
made among the professed friends of the gospel, 
js certainly most painful. But God will take 
care of his own cause; and in this, as in other 
cases, he will convert the wrath of man into an 
instrument for the promotion of his glory. 


The leaders of the opposition, about 
two months ago, addressed a communi- 
cation to the Patriarch at Constantino- 

e, asking his interference for the pun- 
jshment of the incorrigible gospel readers 
of Trebizond. Before an answer was 
received, however, an event occurred 
here, well worthy of being a prelude to 
the scenes which were to follow. 

A woman died, whose husband and 
sons were friends of “the new way.” 
The question was immediately raised, 
«Shall she be interred in the church- 
ard?” It had sometime before been 
decided that none of the common offices 
of the church, such as marriage, baptism, 
or burial, should be performed for any of 
the gospel men. But this was not exact- 
ly a clear case. No fault could be 
charged upon the woman. She had not 
embraced the new views of her husband, 
or abated aught of her care to observe 
all the requirements of the church; in- 
deed her priest came forward and vouch- 
ed that she was a good woman, and no 
Farmasson. Such an opportunity to call 
the husband and sons to account, how- 
ever, was not to be lost. 

Accordingly they were arraigned be- 
fore the rulers of the people, and told 
that, unless they now repented of and 
renounced their errors, amd promised to 
visit the missionaries no more, the body, 
then lying dead in their house, should 
not be buried. “But what are our 
errors that we should renounce them ? 
Of what are we to repent? We read 
the gospel, and try to learn from that the 
true doctrines and duties of religion ; is 
this a sin?” “You are Farmassons; 
you have changed your faith; you are 
no longer Armenians.” ‘ Who are Far- 
massons ? What is it to be a Farmasson? 
Tell us, that we may understand.” 

A war of words followed. In the midst 
of this the priest, mentioned above, 
again attempted to interfere with his 
testimony in regard to the character of 
the deceased ; but he was put down with 
loud cries, “ You too are a Farmasson ; 
we don’t want your testimony.” As he 
continued to speak, however, “a leader” 





seized him by the throat, and might 
have strangled him on the spot, had not 
the priest, by a powerful effort, thrown 
him off. After the storm had somewhat 
spent itself, those who were in favor of 
more moderate measures, proposed that 
the vartabed who presided over the 
assembly, should prepare a confession of 
faith, such as he would esteem satis- 
factory ; and that if this was signed by 
the accused, the corpse should be forth- 
with brought and interred in the church- 
yard. Such a paper was prepared. The 
father and sons, understanding it to be 
only a general declaration of “ faith in 
the doctrines of the Holy Apostolic 
church,” (it was written in ancient Ar- 
menian,) signed it at once. But some 
who were determined that the business 
should not be thus smoothly disposed of, 
went out and brought in a band of young 
men of the baser sort, (it was on the 
Sabbath, a day of leisure and of wine 
drinking, and hence such persons were 
easily found, ready for any deeds of mis- 
chief,) to declare in the name of the 
people that they were not satisfied with 
that confession, and would never consent 
to the proposed burial. To bring the 
matter to a speedy decision, they seized 
the key of the cemetery, threatening to 
cut the corpse to pieces, if brought there, 
and kill those who came with it; and it 
is said that some of them actually kept 
guard at the gate all the next night, 
armed with knives, to prevent any attempt 
at burial under cover of darkness. This 
expression of the will of the people, the 
vartabed and his associates chose to 
receive as decisive; and from that time 
refused to admit the body to the church- 
yard on any terms. 


While the events, deseribed above, were taking 
place, there were threatening demonstrations in 
another quarter. 


A large crowd had gathered around 
the house where the corpse was lying, 
heaping all manner of reproach upon the 
surviving members of the family, and 
wantonly insulting any passers-by who 
were thought to sympathize with them. 
This continued till night. The next 
morning the friends of the deceased ap- 
plied to the Turkish authorities to know 
what disposal should be made of the 
body. They took this course because 
any thing done here without order or 
permission, is quite likely to get the doer 
into trouble. As for themselves they 
were not anxious that the body should go 
to the church-yard, but would gladly 
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have buried it wherever a place could 
have been found. The reply of the 
Pasha to their application was, “ Throw 
it into the sea.” This contemptuous 
answer was softened down, however, by 
the Pasha’s officers into a permission to 
bury it near the ruins of a Greek church, 
at some distance from the city. Thither, 
accordingly, it was carried, amid the 
jeers and spittings of the crowd who had 
again assembled. 
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Patriarch’s Letter—A Friend seized, 


On the very day of the burial just described 
and while the excitement of the Armenian com- 
munity was at “ fever heat,” the answer of the 
Patriarch to the letter, already mentioned, ay. 
rived. 


This answer was found to contain ap 
order prohibiting all intercourse with the 
evangelical Armenians, in the way of 


The sight of the little procession, as it | trade, conversatidn, or even in giving or 


passed my house, and especially of the 
poor old father, dragging his infirm body 
after it, made such an appeal to my feel- 
ings, that I could not resist the impulse 


| 
| 


receiving salutations in the street. Those 
of them who were occupying hired 
houses or shops, were to be thrust out, if 
possible ; and every other similar method 


to go out and join him. I did go; and|of injuring and harrassing them was to 
although the act was contrary to our) be diligently employed. At the close of 
general principle of non-interference in| the letter it was intimated that if this 


matters of so public a character, no bad 
consequences have resulted from it. It 
certainly seemed at the time to be an 
expression of sympathy, most grateful to 
the crushed and lacerated spirits of the 
mourners. Arriving at the place ap- 
pointed for the interment, a new difficulty 
presented itself. 
the ground all about the ruins, and 
declared that no unhallowed dust should 
sleep there. Recourse was again had to 
the Pasha for further orders; and again 
came the answer, “Throw it into the 
sea.” But at last, when the cup of out- 
rage and insult was full to the brim, a 
resting place was found for the body in 
the corner of a Mussulman’s farm. 

To enable one at a distance to form 
an adequate idea of what this treatment 
of the body, and of these mourning 
friends, was, and what it was intended 
to be by the persecuting party, one or 
two things need to be stated. The 
corpse would, according to custom, be 
buried in the church-yard. Turkish law 
authorized this, whether the authorities 
of the church wished it or not. Public 
opinion, without stopping to examine the 
merits of the case, regards any burial, 
except on consecrated ground and with 
the prescribed rites, as the highest brand 
of ignominy ; so that, in direct contrariety 
to all law and custom, and in a way most 
humiliating to surviving friends, this 
body, after having been kept two long 
days, (which in itself was a great trial of 
the feelings of those whose every idea of 
propriety requires a corpse to be interred 
immediately after death,) was cast out to 
the burial of a dog. As those most 
nearly concerned have often said to me, 
in no way could a deeper insult, or a 
worse outrage, have been inflicted upon 
a family than was done in this case. 


The Greeks claimed | 








course of discipline did not bring the 
offenders to repentance, more stringent 
measures would be adopted. 

These commands of the Patriarch were 
heartily welcomed, and most faithfully 
executed, by the majority of our Arme- 
nian population. Men closed their doors 
on their nearest neighbors; intimate 
friends passed each other in the street 
without any sign of recognition; sons 
might not cross the paternal threshold, 
nor daughters answer to a father’s call, 
The very bitterness of gall was poured 
into every man’s cup ; for if it is a bitter 
thing to be scorned and hated, it certainly 
must be, to scorn and hate. As these 
events took place at the time of the great 
feast of Easter, when almost the whole 
population was abroad, visiting from 
house to house, the excitement of the 
public mind ran higher and higher, till it 
became quite impossible for the brethren 
to appear in the street without being 
most grossly insulted, and even without 
danger of personal violence. Nor was 
their condition at home much better; for 
in many cases they found the very re- 
verse of sympathy from their own wives, 
sisters and mothers. For a time they 
stood firm, bearing the cross with appa- 
rent cheerfulness; but at length, one by 
one, a few began to yield, and, went as 
they were required to do, to the vartabed, 
expressed regret for ever having gone to 
the missionaries for religious instruction, 
and promised to doso no more. They 
also signed papers, declaring their belief 
in all the doctrines and customs of the 
Armenian church, and gave up their 
copies of the New Testament in modern 
Armenian, with other books of the Smyr- 
na press. The case of each recanting 
gospel-man was formally announced in 
the church, and the congregation called 
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upon to give thanks for his recovery to 
true way, and to receive him with 
‘ow to the ranks of the faithful. 

In this way ten days passed ; and per- 
haps half that number of men who had 
been reckoned gospel readers, were per- 
suaded to comply with the demands of 


the persecutors. 


But this was moving too slow; resort was, 
therefore, had to stronger measures 


A young man who had formerly been 
one of the “leaders of the people,” hap- 
ned to return at this time from a visit 
of some months at the capital. Before 
his departure he had become interested 
in the study of the gospel; and it was 
very soon manifest that during his ab- 
sence his attachment to the truth and his 
zeal for it had very much increased. 
Such a man’s influence would be quite 
likely to prove a serious obstacle in the 
way of the enemies of the gospel, and it 
was at once determined to get rid of him. 
He was accordingly denounced to the 
Pasha as a disturber of the peace of the 
Armenian community, one whose coming 
had put a stop to the salutary reformation 
which had begun among those who were 
out of the way; and although the Pasha 
had, the day before, acknowledged that 
the time had come for the cessation of 
igious persecution, an order was se- 
y given for his banishment. Half 
an hour before the steamer for Constan- 
tinople sailed, the young man was de- 
coyed to the water’s edge, seized, hurried 
on board the steamer, confined in the 
hold, and carried off; whither, nobody 
then knew. 


The individual who was thus carried off to 
Constantinople, is the one whose ease is described 
in the foregoing letter of Mr. Dwight. 


Further Measures of Violence. 


The same day, while we were yet 
wondering what would become of the 
banished brother, news came that another 

| man was in prison. In an hour of 
weakness he had yielded to the demands 
of the enemy; but finding no rest toa 
troubled conscience, he had gone to the 
vartabed, and recanted his recantation. 
Immediate imprisonment was the conse- 
quence. His brother, who went an hour 
or two after to visit and comfort him, was 
told, when he rose to go, that he must 


take up his quarters with the prisoner. 

It soon appeared that there was to be a 

general arrest of all who had not made 

their peace with the vartabed and his 
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party. Going down to the house lately 
occupied by Mr. Benjamin, but at that 
time left in charge of some young men 
in our employment, I found that three of 
the brethren had taken refuge there. 
While I was talking with them, the 
young son of one of them came runnin 

in, and, bursting into tears, began to te 

how that the cavasses, (Turkish soldiers 
of the police,) with a crowd, had violently 
broken into their house in search of the 
father, and, not finding him, had seized 
an older son and carried him to prison. 
This news put the father into a perfect 
agony of fear. The poor Christians of 
this country have seen so much of the 
barbarity of the Turks, that they have 
the greatest dread of falling into their 
hands. This man was advanced in life, 
was in feeble health; he knew also that 
the persecutors had a special grudge 
against him, and, therefore, his appre- 
hension that he should die under the 
bastinado, or other violent punishment 
which might be inflicted upon him, did 
not seem unreasonable. I stayed and 
talked with these brethren some time, 
pointing to such consolations as the gos- 
pel offered in their case, and exhorted 
them, whatever should happen, not to do 
any thing which they had reason to think 
would be offensive to God, assuring them 
that if they kept near him, they need not 
fear what man could do. In regard to 
remaining where they were, I said that 
they could do so if they wished ; but that 
if their concealment in the house should 
be known, and a demand should be made 
for them, I had no power to protect them. 

It was quite late in the ey when 
I returned home, and, — rough 
the streets, my lantern revealed the form 
of many men, the glare of whose arms, 
with their own sinister appearance, told 
me in plain terms who they were, and 
whom they were seeking. Reaching 
home I found its inmates in the highest 
state of alarm. The next house had been 
broken into by armed men, and they 
were every moment expecting an attack. 
The night, however, passed without any 
farther disturbance. 

In the morning we learned that, al- 
though the cavasses had kept at their 
work nearly all night, and had even ex- 
tended their search to some coun 
villages, they had been able to lay hold 
of but one individual, besides those 
whose arrest has been already mentioned. 

The day following was one of much 
anxiety. The three brethren whom | 
left the previous evening at Mr. Benja- 
min’s house, had fled in the night, nobody 
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knew where. The cavasses were still 
seeking for them and for other fugitives. 
I frequently saw them pass and repass 
my house in hot haste, like men who 
were now upon the track of what they 
were seeking. Meanwhile the most ex- 
travagant stories were afloat; and al- 
though many of them were too improba- 
ble to be believed, so great was the 
excitement of the enemy, and so great 
their chagrin at their little success in 
finding the brethren, that it did not seem 
unlikely that some act of violence would 
be committed upon those who were in 
their power. 


An Incident—Painfui Defection. 


One incident of a different character 
relieved, for a moment, the heavy pres- 
sure of that day’s anxieties. About the 
middle of the forenoon, the gate of m 
yard suddenly opened, and in stalked, 
with an air of great boldness, a man in 
the garb of a countryman; and, paying 
no heed to the challenge of the domes- 
tics, “ Who goes there?” he made his 
way straight to my study, entered and 
took his seat. So complete was his 
disguise, that it was some moments be- 
fore I recognized in him one of the 
gospel men, who, a few days before, had 
fled with another young man to the 
country, in the hope of finding there a 
little quiet. Unable to endure his state 
of suspense in regard to the fate of his 
brethren, he had thus disguised himself, 
and come to learn the news. On his 
way he had passed twe cavasses without 
being recognized ; indeed, at the time he 
did not suspect their errand. Before 
night, however, that errand and its suc- 
cess were made manifest by their carry- 
ing past my house the man who had staid 
behind in the country. My disguised 
visitor sat and talked an hour or two, 
and then went as he came. 

Before night the joyful news came that 
the two brothers who were in prison, (the 
boy had been discharged in the morning, 
and the third man had proeured his re- 
lease by submission to the terms of the 
persecutors,) after many attempts on the 

rt of the Pasha to dodge the question, 
had been set at liberty. 

These tidings, however, were soon 
followed by the sad news that many of 
the brethren who had hitherto stood firm, 
including the three men who fled from 
Mr. Benjamin’s house, had, in the great- 
ness of their fear, sought an unworthy 
a at the price of violated consciences. 

hey had signed declarations of faith, 
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and made promises, similar to those 
which I have already described. Thege 
papers may have been more or less 
definite ; they may have been understood 
with more or less clearness ; (they were 
all written in ancient Armenian, and the 
dominant party were careful to give them 
the softest interpretation possible, nor 
were the signers over anxious to demand 
an accurate exposition of their contents 
but I fear that it is too true that most 
the brethren did put their names to dec. 
larations by which they knowingly pro. 
fessed to receive doctrines and customs 
which they do not receive, and which 
they know to be contrary to the word of 
God. However much allowance my ies 


. 
’ 


made for the influence of fear over 
brought up in such a land as this, we 
feel that they have sinned, deeply sinned, 
and have injured themselves and the 
cause of God. They probably would 
acknowledge this; but I fear it would 
not be with that godly sorrow, or that 
purpose to repent, which would showa 
right state of heart. 


In regard to this defection, it should be stated 
that Mr. Bliss was not taken by surprise. Al- 
though the number of “the gospel readers” has 
been quite large, he has not supposed that any 
considerable portion of them had advanced so far 
as to be prepared to suffer the loss of all things 
for Christ’s sake. It is hoped that some who 
have made their peace with their persecutors, 
are, nevertheless, the children of God, and that 
their faith will hereafter appear. 

‘The two who were set at liberty, as deseribed 
above, remain firm in their adherence to the truth, 
‘Since they came out of prison,” says Mr. Bliss, 
they have been walking in the fire; they have 
been excommunicated ; and while ] have been 
writing this letter one of them has been seized, 
and, without a moment’s warning, sent into exile, 
hundreds of miles in the interior. They bear all 
with a meekness and cheerfulness which make us 
feel that they are the true disciples of Christ.” 


Reflections—Mr. Bliss’s House assailed. 


It may strike you as very strange that 
when it was once thought that there 
might be “as many as one hundred 
friendly to the progress of this good work, 
and more or less disposed to aid it,” 
(Missionary Herald, July, 1844, p. 231) 
every thing should be so easily laid low. 
But it may teach us a useful Jesson, not 
to reckon much upon nominal conviction 
of the truth, or mere professions of friend- 
ship for it. When the hundred men 
were friendly to the good work, it was 
fair weather. The political party who 
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peld the reins of government in the Ar- 
menian community, were really a minority 
of the men of wealth and influence; and 
their opponents, though equally hostile 
to the truth, refusing to co-operate with 
them, they were not able to do much in 
the way of persecution. Now political 
wer has changed hands; now there is 
both the will and the power to persecute; 
and the result is a storm which has 
caused our fair weather friends to dis- 
appear, and has proved too severe even 
for some of whom we hoped better things. 
But let us rather look upon these events 
as coming from the hand of God, the 
t Master of our work. He would 
call us to more humility, to more depend- 
ence upon himself; he would have us 
seek with more singleness of purpose, as 
the thing to be desired above all else, 
the conversion of the soul. He would 
show to those who may have thought 
they were “full” and had “need of 
nothing,” that they were most wretchedly 
destitute of faith and of true love to 
Christ. Oh that these gracious designs 
may be accomplished in ourselves and 
our native friends! Is it said that this 
event isa heavy blow, and that it must 
atly injure our work? Most deeply 
c we feel it to be so; but it may prove a 
great gain. The fire has tried our work; 
let the wood, hay and stubble burn; let 
our work perish. God’s work will stand, 
and will shine forth from the midst of the 
flames. If there was a defect in the 
reformation, we will bless the kind 
though severe hand of the great Physi- 
cian who has discovered to us the fact, 
and will hope that as he has smitten us, 
so he will bind us up. Let no man find 
discouragement in such developments, 
but rather a most pressing exhortation to 
seek for us, and for our whole work, a 
more abundant effusion of the Holy 
Spirit. 


In a postseript Mr. Bliss adds the following 
item, as necessary to complete his account of the 
seenes of trial through which he has passed. 


I find that in my narrative I have quite 
forgotten to mention one small matter, 
the mobbing and stoning of my house. 
It happened two days before the banish- 
ment of the young brother to Constanti- 
aople, and was after this manner. One 
of the brethren came to make me a visit; 
and his mother saw him enter the house. 
Half an hour after, she came to my gate, 
and began to beat against it, and to talk 
ina very loud and violent manner. The 
gate was shut against her by the owner 





of my house, who happened to be on the 
premises. She then began to stone the 
gate and the house; then crash went the 
windows. A crowd collected; and, as 
the cause was a popular one, the attack 
which the woman had commenced, was 
carried on by men and boys when her 
strength failed. For an hour or more 
there came showers of stones, &c., till 
darkness put an end to the work. For- 
tunately most of my windows were de- 
fended by strong wooden shutters, and 
no great harm was done. 














Madura. 
LETTER FROM MR. LAWRENCE, APRIL 
3, 1845. 
Opposition—A professed Inquirer—Na- 
tive Christians. 


Mr. Lawrence finds much encouragement 
in the district assigned bim as his field of labor. 
Among the favorable indications, he mentions 
“an imcreasing attendance of adults at some of 
the new stations, and an apparent relish for the 
simple expositions of the gospel, as there heard, 
and the part which some natives of influence are 
taking to aid in the advancement of the truth.” 
On the other hand, however, he says that there 
is “a strong opposition, amounting, in some 
instances, almost to persecution.” In confitma- 
tion of the last statement, the following facts are 
narrated. 


In Aneymaleyanputty, the residence 
of the wealthy old trader whom I have 
mentioned in former communications, as 
offering to build a school-room and fur- 
nish part of a catechist’s support, there is 
a determined resistance because of his 
carrying his promises into effect. He 
purchased a house for seven rupees and 
gave it to the catechist for his dwelling. 
The head man became alarmed, and 
communicated the facts to the Zemin- 
daree in whose territory this village is ; 
and her officer soon sent word that no 
man could sell a house except to herself. 
The person who had parted with his 
house, but had not yet secured another, 
was frightened and declined giving pos- 
session ; at the same time the head man 
received instructions to do all he could 
to expel the wealthy old trader from his 
home. The catechist is now houseless, 
and a torrent of opposition is beating 
upon the old man. The same Zemin- 
daree has seized upon three bandy-loads 
of cardamons, belonging to him and his 
sons, worth fifteen hundred rupees, while 








304 


passing along the road; and she refuses 
to give them up unless a present of two 
or three hundred rupees shall be forth- 
coming ! 

This old man’s son, who is thirty-five 
or forty years of age, was received into 
the church Sabbath before last. For 
several years he has been a diligent 
student of the Scriptures; he has also 
had the benefit of frequent intercourse 
with the missionaries. The exercises 
through which he has passed have been 
of a marked character ; and we trust that 
he is indeed born of the incorruptible 
seed of the word of God. His case is a 
signal one, illustrating the importance 
of circulating the word of God, on the 
principle of our Bible societies, without 
note or comment, proving that this is the 
power of God and wisdom of God unto 
salvation to all that believe. His gods 
and beads I forwarded to America by 
Mr. Crane. The father has since given 
up his sacred beads in a full congrega- 
tion. I cannot but hope that God is 
leading the old man in the right way; 
but his appetite for amassing wealth is 
very strong, even now that his coffin is 
made, and in his house! 


Mr. Lawrence mentions another case of pro- 
fessed interest in the Christian religion. 


The Combay Zemindar is just now a 
subject of much interest. He is probably 
fifty years old. He has had six or seven 
wives; and it is said the sorceries of one 
of his intimate advisers have been made 
more potent by the brains of his victims, 
mingled in his enchantments ; and that 
he has escaped the gallows only because 
blind justice mistook one of his dupes 
for himself. This wretched and guilty 
man is now speechless, a judgment, as 
the neighbors believe, for his manifold 
and daring crimes. 

The Zemindar, for the last three or 
four years, has been learning something 
of the gospel through Nathaniel, a con- 
verted relative. He called to see me at 
the close of the last year. He said that 
he was resolved to be a Christian; that 
he had put away all his wives, save one, 
with a provision for life; but that the 
measure had given great offence to the 
relatives. He said that this new step of 
his would greatly increase the number of 
his enemies; that he was my child now, 
and that I must protect and save him. 
The magistrate told me, a few days since, 
that his young son, who is the heir ap- 
parent, was presented to him with a com- 
plaint that the persons who brought him 
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were afraid to have the lad remain any 
longer in his father’s house, lest he should 
be murdered. The object of course js 
to break the succession and divide the 
inheritance. The magistrate wil] be 
obliged to interfere. You see there may 
be various and conflicting motives for 
this man’s application to be received ag 
a Christian. But amidst all these politi. 
cal and secular influences, I have some 
hope, from the repeated conversations § 
have had with him, the attention he has 
given to my exhortations, the promptness 
with which he has come forward to fur. 
nish a highly valued piece of ground,— 
the site of a former heathen temple,—for 
a school-room and chapel, and also from 
the fact that he now has the New Testa. 
ment read daily, with prayer, in his own 
house by our native assistant, that this 
also cometh forth from the Lord of Hosts, 
who is wonderful in counsel and excel. 
lent in working. If it is his work, there 
is a train of blessings to follow which 
will surprise many Christian hearts jp 
America, and gladden many angels in 
heaven. Certainly he is a fit subject for 
much prayer; for he is the head of many 
thousands of men. 


Some of the embarrassments of converts from 
heathenism are referred to in the following para- 
graph. 


The progress of some of our converts 
in knowledge and grace is seriously im- 
?<— by their having heathen wives, 

n illustration of this statement, I might 
mention the case of David, who united 
with the church last year. He has been 
more or less connected with us for sey- 
eral years past, and has thus become 
well acquainted with Christianity. He 
is a half brother of Asbury. Before he 
came to the mission, he had visited, as 
a sacred devotee, nearly all the most 
famous shrines in India; consequently 
he was about as corrupt as he well could 
be. After having been with us for some 
time, studying the Scriptures, his way- 
ward habits obtained the mastery, and 
he enlisted as a soldier. He removed 
with his regiment, leaving a wife, who 
refused to follow him. While his regi- 
ment was on the Travancore coast, 

again came in contact with missionaries, 
Their instructions affected him ; the vices 
of his comrades offended him; he pro- 
cured a dismission, and returned to Dindi- 
gul to his wife. After a year or two of 
further inquiry and study, he was led to 
give up the world, as I hope, for the 
service of Christ. His wife has at times 
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shown some inclination to receive our 
advice kindly, and to follow her husband 
in renouncing idolatry. But, influenced 
by her wicked relatives, she still teases 
him for money, that she may spend it in 
sacrificing; and when he refuses, she 
rails and opposes. His attempts to main- 
tain his authority are met with reproaches, 
heaped upon him and upon his religion, 
and by interruption while at prayer. He 
felt that he could not endure this, and in 
accordance with eastern notions, he took 
the red. She fled and hung herself, a 
common occurrence among females here, 
when they wish to avenge awrong. She 
was soon found, however, and taken 
down. He then told her to go home to 
her kindred; for he would not have her 
blood upon him. 

I might go on with similar details, but 
this is quite enough for the present. You 
will see that it furnishes another subject 
for prayer. 
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LETTER FROM MR. WINSLOW, APRIL 12, 
1845. 


Difficulty on account of Caste. 


One of the most serious hinderances to the 
spread of the gospel in Hindostan, it is well 
known, is the doctrine of caste. God may here- 
after convert this very obstacle into an instrument 
of good; and there is reason to believe that he 
will do it. For the present, however, it meets 
the missionary at every turn, and embarrasses all 
his operations. ‘The following extract shows with 
what tenacity the idea of caste even cleaves to 
those who have professedly renounced it, and 
joined the church of Christ. 


On the first day of the year, we 
thought it advisable, on account of cer- 
tain indications that feelings of caste 
were lingering in the minds of several of 
our members, to invite our communicants 
generally to partake of a love feast with 
us. Some of them made objections, 
alleging that their friends would give 
them trouble; but at length they promised 
to come. They would not, however, 
partake of any thing which would be 
considered by their friends as inconsis- 
tent with their standing as caste Chris- 
tians. This fact, in congection with the 
very improper spirit which they mani- 
fested, led us to suspend six from the 
fellowship of the church. Two of them 
were employed as readers at Royapoo- 

26 * ; 
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rum; and we suspended them from that 
service also, as inconsistent with the 
maintenance of caste, which they then 
avowed; though they, with others, in 
joining the church, had professed to re- 
nounce it. One of them subsequently 
returned, renouncing his caste. The 
others set up a determined opposition, 
and took such measures to injure us, and 
the other brethren in the church, that we 
were obliged to dismiss them from em- 
ployment in the printing office. One 
other person joined them; so that five 
were dismissed. They have obtained 
employment elsewhere, and are stil] sus- 
‘apne It is not likely that they will 
e again received, as they are defending 
caste. They were all married, and most 
of their wives were members of the 
church; so that we shall probably lose 
ten members at least. 

On the other hand, we have had the 
comfort of having with us our principal 
native assistant, Samuel Downer, who 
was of good family, but who cheerfully 
came forward, leading the way in giving 
up all badges of caste, and endeavoring 
to induce others to do the same. Two 
other caste men, who had been brought 
in from heathenism, came and ate with 
us gladly ; also one leading man, who, 
like those whom we cut off, was born of 
Christian parents, and had been a nominal 
and a caste Christian before he was re- 
ceived by us. The difficulty has arisen 
from the fact that caste has been retained 
by these nominal Christians, and hitherto 
fostered in the old congregations. It 
will require great firmness and wisdom 
to get our own little flock clear from the 
entanglements in which they now are. 
I hope God will give us grace to be 
faithful ; and may he grant us his Holy 
Spirit, without which all our efforts will 
be vain! Just before I left for Jaffna, 
another church member, and his wife, 
came and took breakfast with us, thus 
giving up their caste; so that the mem- 
bers who remain may be considered on a 
better foundation than they were before. 
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REPORT OF THE SOUTHERN MISSION, 
JANUARY 1, 1845. 


Introductory Remarks — Distribution of 
Books—More Laborers needed. 

Ir has been thought expedient, in view of pre- 

sent and prospective embarrassments, to divide 

the mission to China. For the present, therefore, 








306 


our brethren at Amoy will constitute the Amoy 
Mission, and the brethren at Hongkong and Can- 
ton, the Southern Mission. 

The communication from which the following 
extracts have been selected, covers the last six 
months of 1844. The labors of the missionaries 
stationed at Hongkong, have continued without 
any material change. The room for the public 
preaching of the gospel, which is eapable of seat- 
ing seventy or eighty persons, is now well filled 
on the Sabbath. The tracts printed in Chinese 
have amounted to 1,128,400, ineluding 22,000 
sheet tracts ; the number distributed in Hongkong 
has probably averaged about one hundred a day. 
The New Testament has also been extensively 
distributed, entire or in parts. Most of the books 
have been given out from the depository, which 
has served, for one hour daily, as a dispensary. 
A class of six boys have received instruction in 
Chinese ; and the prisons in Hongkong, which 
generally have about seventy-five inmates, have 
been visited regularly once a week. 

The hospital at Canton still enjoys the divine 
favor. Sixteen thousand patients have been re- 
ceived since its commencement ; of whom sixteen 
hundred and thirty-one have been admitted within 
the last six months. Several cases of special in- 
terest are mentioned ; but the limits of the Herald 
will not allow an extended notice of them. Doct. 
Parker has four pupils “who are making pro- 
ficiency in their studies, both Chinese and Eng- 
lish.” He has the prospect of increasing their 
number. “ Kwan Taon, the eldest of the pupils, 
has become skilful and successful in the treatment 
of diseases of the eye.” 


In regard to the distribution of the 
Scriptures and tracts in Canton, a new 
era seems to have commenced. More 
have been given away at the hospital 
within the last six months, than had been 
previously disposed of during as many 
years. They lie openly upon the tables 
in the wards of the hospital, and are read 
by the patients, and seen by the visitors 
constantly. When patients who have 
been residing in the hospital, are dis- 
charged, they are supplied with a variety 
of books, in duplicate and triplicate co- 
pies, with the request that they will not 
only read them, but circulate the extra 
copies among their friends. In this way 
the word of God and tracts are widely 
circulated through this and other prov- 
inces, under the most favorable circum- 
stances. They are associated, indeed, 
with the hand of a foreigner; but this 
foreigner has instrumentally opened their 
blind eyes, or relieved them of incum- 
brances and maladies that otherwise had 
been as lasting as life. By what other 
human means could the man relieved by 
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lithotomy, have been made to say, with 
the same emotion and sincerity, “ These 
are the true doctrines; I will pour ou 
my heart to know them”? And what 
ct of Christian benevolence could more 
avorably impress the poor beggar than 
that of taking him from the society of 
homeless and wandering mendican 
and relieving him of his burden, ang 
elevating him to usefulness and respecta. 
bility? At whose hand will he receive 
the Bible, and from whose lips will he 
listen to the story of a crucified Re. 
deemer, with more cordiality and pre. 
possession, than from his who has been 
his greatest earthly friend and benefac. 
tor, or from those fellow-missionarj 
whom he sees to be animated by the 
same motives ? 

If we compare the present with the 
past, the contrast may serve to corrobo- 
rate the statement that a new era has 
begun in Canton. When the High Com- 
missioner Lin came to this city in 1839- 
40, it was rumored, one day, that the 
foreign factories were to be visited by 
officers of government. The consterna- 
tion of Chinese servants and landlords 
was extreme, lest Christian books, in the 
Chinese language, should be found at our 
residence. Now high officers of the 
court visit the same factory, and are 
shown the repository of Christian books, 
and invited to read and welcomed to re- 
ceive them, without the slightest appre- 
hension; and, indeed, they actually do 
receive them, in some instances, and 
courteously express their thanks for them, 
A son of the chief officer of the deputa- 
tion that first waited upon the American 
minister, bearing despatches from Ke- 
ying, is now a patient, residing in the 
hospital ; and he received with cheerful- 
ness an assortment of our present supply 
of books. 


The next topic presented in this communica- 
tion, is the necessity of a reinforcement. And 
surely, when we contemplate the wide field which 
God has so wonderfully thrown open to us, it can- 
not be said that the demand of our brethren is 
unreasonable. 


It is now ten years since the arrival in 
Canton of the last appointed missionary 
for this place. Year after year, and sev- 
eral times a year, we have written you 
urgently, requesting coadjutors, but none 
have come, Fog the last six years, with 
the exception of the past few months, 
there has been but one missionary settled 
in the midst of a population of a million 
and a half. And that one has been so 
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occupied with labors for the blind and 
deaf, the sick and the dying, day and 
night, as to preclude that amount of at- 
tention to preaching the gospel and that 

ial regard for the moral diseases and 
spiritual life of the people, which are 
urgently required. 

pon the subject of a reinforcement of 
our mission, we are disheartened, and we 
are almost ready to desist from reiterating 
our unavailing appeals. We are ready 
at times to ask, “ Has the great Head of 
the church no more to do with the in- 
strumentality of the American Board in 
China? Is its work done; and must 
these millions look only to other societies 
and to other countries! We are reluc- 
tant to come to so painful a conclusion; 
and in the hope that, though we have 
hitherto been unsuccessful, perchance 
this appeal may be responded to, we 
repeat that, while the field is broad, and 
opened to an unprecedented degree, the 
smallest number of laborers required of 
the Board, as soon as practicable, is six. 
We do not specify the number which is 
desirable ; but merely that which is in- 
dispensable ; and we could not content 
ourselves with so few, were it not for the 
consideration that other societies are 
coming forth to the great work, and have 
established, or contemplate establishing, 
missions at all the five ports; in which 
we cordially rejoice. 


Reasons for a Reinforcement. 


The letter closes with an earnest appeal to the 
young men in our colleges and seminaries. The 
facts upon which it is founded, cannot fail to be 
read with interest. 


To human appearance China can never 
again seclude herself from the rest of the 
world, as she has done in times past; 
neither is it possible for her, to the same 
degree, to exclude the light of civiliza- 
tion and, above all, of the gospel. God 
in a most signal manner has made the 
wrath of man and the influence of treaty- 
making nations, while aiming at other 
ends, to subserve the interests of that 

ingdom which is not of this world. 

he benefits secured by the three suc- 
cessive treaties of the great powers of 
the West, have been progressive. An 
important point was gained when five 
pom wese opened to foreign commerce 
y the first treaty. An additional ad- 
vantage was obtained by the second, 
when its able and successful negotiator 
went a step further, and remembered that 
his country had other than mere political 





and commercial relations with “ the cen- 
tral kingdom,” and secured, not to its mer- 
chants merely and specifically, but to its 
citizens (philanthropists and missionaries) 
generally, equal rights and immunities at 
all the five ports. He led the way in 
procuring for all nations the right of 
establishing temples of worship, hospitals 
for the sick, and cemeteries for the dead; 
and he also removed forever the bolts 
that had previously barred the libraries 
of the empire against occidental nations, 
and by solemn compact secured the right 
of employing teachers, whether Chinese 
or Tartars, the illegality and treasonable- 
ness of which had hitherto so seriously 
impeded the acquisition of the Chinese 
language. The third treaty, in these 
particulars, starting from the point at 
which the second hhad Po followed 
in the same track; and it has obtained 
for all nations the privilege of adding to 
their churches and hospitals, alms-houses, 
and schools or colleges; and not only 
the right and means of acquiring “the 
flowery language,” with permission to 
purchase all kinds of Chinese books, but 
the liberty to sell their own, and to teach 
the Chinese the French and other lan- 
guages. Under this last provision we do 
not see how the government can oppose 
any serious obstacle to the distribution 
of the word of God and of Christian 
tracts, and works of literature and science. 
Is there not sufficient then, in the 
present attitude of China, to awaken a 
fresh interest among the friends of mis- 
sions in America, and to secure their co- 
operation in supplying the millions ac- 
cessible upon her borders, first, with 
missionaries, and ultimately with the 
gospel and all the means of grace? Is 
there nothing in what God has wrought 
for this land, to arrest the attention of 
the young men in your colleges and 
theological seminaries? Would to God 
that they could stand where we now 
stand, for one month, and look upon the 
teeming multitudes of idolaters as the 
pass before us, and contemplate the wor. 
which must be done or they will inevita- 
bly perish! If the self-sacrificing and 
compassionate spirit which was first 
moved in the bosom of the Son of God 
towards them, is not wholly extinct in 
their breasts, surely, in some hearts, it 
will glow with ardor to come forth, at 
such a juncture, and with prospects that 
they will not in vain forsake the less 
arduous duties of the ministry at home, 
to endure the trials and hardships of a 
good soldier of Christ in China. And 
when the character of the Chinese is 
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considered ; when it is remembered that 
this is not a barbarous or even semi- 
barbarous people, but a nation far ad- 
vanced in civilization, and to which other 
nations are indebted for some of the most 
useful inventions ; a nation possessing a 
vast literature, proud of its sa, and 
philosophers, and which has had among 
its metaphysicians men who were not less 
subtle than the ancient schoolmen of the 
west; when it is borne in mind that here 
is an empire, having a form of govern- 
ment that has stood essentially unaltered 
for ages, and possessing a code of laws 
which embraces every subject of human 
legislation ;—when all this and much 
more, to which we cannot even allude, is 
considered, it is to be hoped that young 
men, endowed with the highest order of 
intellect, and having made the largest 
acquirements, will not turn away from 
the Chinese under the impression that 
their talents are not required, or will not 
be appreciated. 


LETTER FROM THE SOUTHERN MISSION, 
ganuary 20, 1845. 


The Providence of God in respect to 
China. 


Tue design of this communication is to set 
forth the encouragements which Christians have 
to labor for the spread of the gospel in the Chi- 
nese empire. After adverting to the promises of 
God, and to the certainty that the kingdom of 
Christ is hereafter to become universal, the re- 
markable changes which have occurred within 
the last few years, are reviewed. 


God’s piuvidence too, like his word, 
affords us strong grounds of encourage- 
ment. As soon as the churches turned 
their attention to this country, a way was 
found for the gospel. Protestant mis- 
sionaries, it was supposed, could not 
secure a residence here. The experi- 
ment showed that such a supposition was 
false. Morrison had it in his heart to 
come; and he came, labored long and 
successfully, and died in the field, oppo- 
sition notwithstanding. Others joined 
him, and succeeded to his labors. And 
in proportion as the number of mission- 
aries has increased, the field has opened. 
And so, we believe, it will be in future. 

A little while ago there was but one 
Protestant missionary in China, and he 
had access to but one small spot. To 
that he was confined, and there he was 
narrowly watched, lest he should disturb 
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the peace of the empire by publishj 
abroad the religion of Jesus. In the 
course of a few years, what do we see? 
When the number of missionaries had 
considerably increased, and they had 
prepared themselves for active seryj 
the exclusive power of the monarch must 
be broken, and new fields opened for 
their labors. The great Head of the 
church, in his inscrutable providence, 
allowed “the powers that be” to come 
into angry collision. An armed expedi- 
tion, comprising large military and naval 
forces, was collected on the coast of this 
empire ; city after city was subdued ; and 
the storm of war was not hushed, unti] 
wide doors were opened for the promul- 
gation of the gospel. 

The policy of the Chinese government 
towards foreigners has become, not onl 
more tolerant, but more conciliating, 
That lofty bearing, once so characteristic 
of this government, allowing itself to 
claim universal supremacy, has been 
changed ; and there is now a willing. 
ness, (forced, indeed,) to yield equali 
to others, and treat them as it weal om | 
be treated. The tide has fairly set in 
favor of reform, and it will be found irre- 
sistible. The foreign relations of China 
are now 60 altered, that this government, 
in order to preserve peace at home or 
abroad, must consult with other nations, 
and conform, in a greater or less degree, 
to their usages. To draw back, and 
return to its former isolated state, is now 
impossible; and not many years can 
elapse, before western governments will 
have their ministers plenipotentiary in 
Peking, and, at their own capitals, re 
sentatives from the court of China. ie 
few years the whole length and breadth 
of the country will be traversed by 
foreigners, as freely and as securely as 
the continent of Europe. 

Books and teachers, for the acquisition 
of this language, once contraband and 
forbidden, are now secured to us by 
solemn treaties. No one now need 
shrink from the task of acquiring this 
language, a task which may be accom 
plished without encountering any v 
great difficulty. We hope that we shall 
not much longer hear this called “the 
most difficult of all languages,” or its 
acquisition pronounced impracticable. If 
men have a mind for it, they may acquire 
it, and also preach in it, fluently and 
forcibly, the plain and solemn truths of 
the Bible. 


Prospect at the different Ports. 
The letter next gives a complete list of all the 
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Protestant missionaries, whether ordained or not, 
who have been sent to China. The whole num- 
ber, according to the table, is seventy-five. Of 
these twelve have died ; twenty have retired from 
the service ; and six are absent on visits to their 
native lands; leaving only thirty-seven now in the 
field. These thirty-seven are distributed as fol- 
lows: at Shanghae, two; at Amoy, seven; at 
Hongkong, thirteen; at Canton, two; at Macao, 
three; at Bangkok, three; at Singapore, one ; at 
Rhio, one ; at Malacca, one. 


At Shanghae Dr. Medhurst has large 
and attentive congregations of Chinese ; 
and, in order to give more permanency 
and extension to his discourses, he has 
printed some of them, which, judging 
from the specimens that we have seen, 
are designed to form a short system of 
Christian theology. The circulation of 
Christian books has spread far and wide 
a knowledge of the gospel, as has been 
evinced by inquirers regarding the new 
doctrines. Doct. Lockhart, as a medical 
missionary, has dispensed freely such 
medicines as are requisite to cure, by 
the divine blessing, the maladies of both 
the body and the soul. 

From Ningpo we have no very recent 
or minute information. Doct. McCartee 
and Rev. Mr. Way had removed to that 
city from Chusan, as had also Miss Al- 
dersey. The latter had succeeded in 
collecting two small schools, one of boys 
and the other of girls. It may not be out 
of place here to state that this lady is 
unconnected with any missionary asso- 
ciation, and depends entirely on private 
means for the support of her schools. 
Two of her oldest pupils (girls who have 
been several years under her tuition) 
have made a public profession of their 
faith in Christ, and walk as becometh 
those who are the disciples of the Lord 
Jesus. 

In Amoy, Koolongsoo, and the adja- 
cent villages and hamlets, a good deal of 
Scriptural knowledge has been dissemi- 
nated, by preaching and conversation, 
and by means of books. Much of this 
knowledge has been communicated to 
literary gentlemen and officers of the 
government, who, as well as the people, 
are often inclined to inquire regarding 
the religion professed and published by 
men from afar. This, as usual, when 
plainly and constantly exhibited and en- 
forced, has produced good results. 

Preaching has been continued during 
the last half year, with pleasing and en- 
couraging success, to numerous and 
attentive congregations in Hongkong. 
Every effort made has been as successful 
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as could, from the nature of the case, 
have been expected. To the two Baptist 
churches eighteen persons have been 
added since the commencement of 1844; 
and there are now a few in connection 
with them and others, who appear to be 
sincere and anxious inquirers for the 
truth. We do not expect that good fruit 
will succeed to every blossom, any more 
than we do that fruit will be found where 
there are no blossoms. It is the mission- 
ary’s work to go forth and sow the seed 
of the word. This we have done, and 
are doing; and if there be proper humil- 
ity and faith, the Lord of the harvest will 
crown our labors with success. In the 
several mission-schools, and in the insti- 
tution under the care of the Morrison 
Education Society, there are in all nearly 
a hundred Chinese children and youth, 
enjoying the advantages of Christian 
education. The system and mode of 
conducting these schools are beginning 
to excite an interest worthy of the impor- 
tance of the subject. There is a way 
from which a child, if trained therein, 
will not depart when old. Happy the 
child so trained! And equally happy 
they, who give that training! Efforts 
have been made to supply all the Chinese 
in Hongkong, capable of reading, with 
some portion of Christian truth; and we 
think that there can be but few, either 
resident or visitors, who have not heard 
of the only name given among men 
whereby we must be saved. The sick, 
the lame, and the poor have not been 
forgotten. Besides the establishment of 
the Medical Missionary Society, under 
the care of Doct. Hobson, there are other 
dispensaries, where two of the mission- 
aries, in addition to giving religious in- 
struction, daily and gratuitously, dispense 
medicines for the various ills which 
“ flesh is heir to.” 

In the city and suburbs of Canton, 
comprising at least a million of souls, 
there is a wide field for sowing the seed 
of the word. It is not there as it was 
five years ago. The missionary is not 
now confined to the foreign factories ; 
but he may select his residence, erect his 
chapel, open wide his mouth, and scatter 
freely both Bibles and tracts. But to 
improve these openings there are only 
two missionaries. 


But there is one view of Protestant missions in 
China which ought to produce a deep impression, 
and lead to solemn inquiry, among all Christians. 
At the present time there is not a sufficient num- 
ber of ordained preachers of the gospel, in that 
whole empire, to furnish one for every ten millions 
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of the native population! And were the present 
number increased a thousand fold, there would 
not be even then one preacher for every ten 
thousand souls ! 


—e—eewenenre 


LETTER FROM DOCT. PARKER, FEBRU- 
ary 10, 1845. 


Chinese Language—Its Ambiguity. 


Is this letter Doct. Parker has described some 
of the trials which embarrass the missionary, who 
is laboring for the spiritaal renovation of China. 
His remarks respecting the language are interest- 
ing and instructive. 


One of our trials, permanent, daily and 
hourly experienced, is the strange speech 
and hard tongue which is the medium of 
thought and knowledge in China. While 
this language possesses excellencies and 
peculiarites, unknown in any other, it also 
possesses imperfections that are most se- 
rious, and, which, moreover, are insepar- 
able from the principles of its construc- 
tion. 

The unnumbered variations in the pro- 
nunciation of the written character is a 
great imperfection. Not merely is there 
the embarrassment which grows out of 
the variety of provincialisms, rendering 
the inhabitants of two provinces, who can 
only speak the peculiar dialect of their 
native place, utterly unintelligible to 
each other; but frequently I meet with 
persons of the same province, though of 


different districts, and others of the same |. 


district, but different towns or villages, 
who with difficulty understand each 
other. And not only so; I have often 
seen persons of the same city and pro- 
vince, who have spoken together the 
same dialect from infancy perhaps, ex- 
tremely embarrassed in explaining a 
topic, not at all abstruse, but a little out 
of the ordinary course of daily conversa- 
tion. Whilst a labored conversation is 
carried on between them, for the 

of elucidating the idea in question, and 
familiar set phrases, in which the senti- 
ment or the character occurs which they 
refer to, are employed, one of the circle of 
by-standers, attracted by the spirited con- 
versation, more sagacious than the rest, 
catches the thought, and conveys it in 
other words; and thus the Gordian knot 
is untied. In the constantly recurring 
set phrases in common use, in commer- 
cial transactions, in government corres- 
pondence, and in the terms employed in 
medical and surgical practice, there is 
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the least ambiguity and embarrassment. 
but when you come to abstruse, scienti , 
metaphysical, and, especially, religious 
subjects, then the imperfections, both of 
the oral and written language, stand out 
in bold relief, and in disheartening num. 
ber and magnitude. The absence of 
certain pronouns, the frequent omission 
to express the tenses, the distribution of 
connective particles, want of punctuation, 
the often far-fetched comparisons, incop. 
— metaphors, obscure (and to the 
oreigner often unknown) historical, 
classical and mythological allusions, 
invest the language with no ordinary 
difficulties and infelicities to cony 
even Chinese sentiments, and, above all, 
the idioms of western languages, 


Doct. Parker gives a Chinese sentence of twen- 
ty-two characters, as an illustration of some of 
the defects to which he here alludes. The literal 
meaning of these characters is as follows: “That 
which desire not omit at distance constantly 
send good sound avail of cubit carp-fish’s distant 
perspicuous soothe inch hearts as tied-in-a-knot,” 
The “‘carp-fish” is used to signify a letter. A 
Chinese legend affirms that this fish was once 
employed to convey swifily, and to a great dis- 
tance, a letter; hence its use in the foregoing 
sense. The plain English of the sentence may 
be given as follows : “ My desire is that you will 
not omit, on account of the distance, constantly 
to send me good tidings, that I may avail myself 
of your letters from afar to keep me informed of 
your welfare, and to soothe my, as it were, dis- 
quieted mind.” 


But this is the language through the 
difficult medium of which the revealed 
will of God is to be made known to so 
large a portion of the human family; 
this is the language in which our prayers 
with and for the people are to go up to 
heaven ; this is the language in which 
the songs of Zion are to ascend on hi 
from the myriads of China; and 
these characters we are to translate the 
Bible. 


Further Examples—Political and Social 
Changes. 


An extreme case, illustrative of this 
point, occurred within a fortnight. I was 
asked by a gentleman, “ Do you knowa 
foreigner who goes about in a Chinese 
dress, leaving Chinese handbills,” or 
tracts as the case might be? “Very 
well,” was the reply. He then explained 
the motive of his inquiry. He said thata 
Chinese had spoken to him respecting this 
person the preceding day, stating that the 
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individual had left with him a paper upon 
which it was written, “ He that believeth 
in me shall never die; but he that be- 
jieveth not in me shall die.” (This was 
the Chinese version as reported.) “ Now,” 
replied he, “Ido not believe in that 
man, and you see I am alive; I am not 
dead. And he concluded by saying, 
«Truly this have fool pigeon,” and burnt 
the papers. As in the Apostle’s days, so 
in all ages, there will doubtless be those 
who wrest the Scriptures to their own 
destruction ; but whether this was an in- 
stance of willful perversion, or real mis- 
apprehension of the author’s meaning, 
cannot be decided without reference to 
the paper. If it was an isolated extract 
of the passage from the gospel of John, 
without accompanying explanation, a 
heathen, whose eye fell upon the passage 
for the first time, might mistake the dis- 
tributer for the person referred to by the 
personal pronoun, and correctly argue 
as he did. The case is an instructive 
one, and shows us the importance of 
guarding against misconstruction as far 
as ible. 

he evangelist Leang Afa informed 
me that he wrote, some time ago,—years, 
[| think he said,—to America, urging the 
importance of sending out young men 
not over twenty years of age, to devote 
themselves exclusively to the Chinese 
language, with a view to their becoming 
translators. ‘The idea is a good one, al- 
though not free from objections. It 
strikes me as not improbable that God, 
in his all-wise providence, may make use 
of Chinese who have first acquired a 
thorough knowledge of western lan- 
guages, to carry the Chinese translation 
of ‘the Bible to its highest degree of 
faithfulness and excellence. 

Before leaving the subject of the lan- 
guage, another peculiarity deserves to be 
mentioned. It is the great number of 
characters having the same sound and 
different accents; also the great number 
of others, identical in sound and intona- 
tion. With the written character before 
the eye, this is of no consequence ; but 
not so when you come to conversation. 
There are two hundred and eleven 
characters pronounced che and no less 
than 1,175 pronounced E ; and whenever 
che or E is articulated in speaking, which 
of the hundred characters of the one, or 
of the thousand of the other, is intended, 
can only be determined by the connec- 
tion, by explanations, or by writing the 
character. Besides this difficulty, there 
is another which is analagous, the near 
resemblance of several of the sounds. 





With the living teacher at hand, it is 
often requisite to turn to each of these 
classes of sounds in the dictionary, before 
finding the character desired. Sometimes 
this is prevented by his mentioning a 
familiar character of the class to which 
it belongs. 


Another and a more serious hinderance, men- 
tioned by Doct. Parker, grows out of the fact that 
“the boon which the missionary offers, is not ap- 
preciated ; perhaps even it is contemned. ‘T’o the 
ear of a Chinese, there is no music in the sound of 
Yasoo (Jesus).” Still, it does not appear that 
this obstacle is greater in China than in other 
countries. The unrenewed heart is everywhere 
opposed to the humbling doctrines of the gospel. 

Doct. Parker speaks of the changes which have 
taken place since he first went to China as fol- 
lows : 


Ten years elapsed on the 24th of 
October last, since, with Mr. Olyphant, I 
first arrived in Canton. Great changes, 
great events have transpired during these 
ten years, some for the better, some for 
the worse. War, with its desolations, 
has passed this way, multiplying widows 
and orphans ; fires have five times spread 
around us their devastations; riots have 
thrice committed their unrestrained and 
infuriated ravages. New political and 
commercial relations have been negotia- 
ted and ratified with four of the western 
powers, or rather with three, for those 
with Portugal are only modifications of 
those previously existing. The soci 
of Canton is very much revolutionized. 
More than a majority of the heads of the 
old commercial houses are either dead, 
or have left the country. A correspond- 
ing change has been going on among 
the distinguished Chinese with whom 
foreigners have had intercourse. Old 
Kingkwa, Tingkwa, Mowkwa and How- 
kwa, (not to enumerate many others,) all 
venerable with age, have eto their 
graves within this period. The business, 
moreover, has passed from the hands of 
the East India Company into those of 
free traders. Many of the latter, how- 
ever, had been in the Company’s employ, 
and had received from it a tone and an 
elevation of character ; but many of these, 
in their turn, have passed away, and with 
them the cohong of Hong merchants. 
A new class of both Chinese and foreign 
free traders has arisen; and, while there 
are honorable exceptions, as a community 
there has been a great deterioration. 
There is a multiplicity of small houses, 
and a correspondent multiplicity of con- 
flicting interests. 
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Sandwich Eslands. 


LETTER FROM MR. BALDWIN, DECEMBER 
10, 1844. 


Lahaina Station — Physician needed — 
Scenery at Hana. 


Mr. Bacpwin is still at Lahaina, attending 
to the duties that devolve upon him at that im- 
portant station. At the date of this letter, how- 
ever, he was temporarily at Hana, on the same 
island, his presence being required at the latter 
place as a physician. His account of the state 
of things at Lahaina may be regarded, on the 
whole, as encouraging. 


The usual amount of missionary labor 
has been steadily performed, both at 
Lahaina and at our out-stations, so far as 
I have been able to perform them, with 
such aid as I obtain from the natives. 
Our congregations are large and interest- 
ing. The King and chiefs are found in 
the house of God more frequently than 
in former years; and when there, are 
uniformly attentive. The church consists 
of about seven hundred members. Fifty- 
five persons have lately been added to 
our number; and from one hundred to 
one hundred and fifty more may be 
considered as candidates for admission 
during the present year. Our schools 
have been in a prosperous state; and we 
have reason to hope that light and truth 
are making steady progress in all parts 
of the field. 

At Lahaina, however, the influences 
adverse to religion and morals are tenfold 
greater than have existed there for many 
years. Instead of sixty or seventy ships 
yearly, as formerly, we have had this 
year over three hundred; many of them, 
moreover, of a lower order than have 
often visited us before. Temptations to 
licentiousness are numerous ; iniquity is 
taking a fearful hold of some portions of 
the people. I have most fears for the 
young. Without help from the omnipo- 
tent arm, many of them must inevitably 
be trained up for ruin. What makes this 
flood of temptations the more to be 
dreaded, is, that in our present rulers we 
do not see such a determination to root 
out abominations, as was always to be 
found in old Hoapili. 

David Malo, of the Lahaina church, 
has been licensed, the past year, to 
preach the gospel. He is the first and 
only Sandwich Islander who has ever 
been regularly licensed as a preacher; 
and the only one in the Islands who 
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could be accounted fit for such a licenge, 
We shall hereafter lose his services as 
superintendent: of schools, which we 
much regret. Many others have done 
much at exhorting. 


Mr. Baldwin next adverts to a topic which js 
even more interesting to others than to himself, 


Among the papers which we have re. 
cently received, was the Dayspring for 
last June. In this I observe a statement 
which pains me much. It is there said 
that the Board have five or six urgent 
applications for physicians; and yet have 
no candidate fur even one station, nor 
any prospect of obtaining one at present, 
This seems to cut me off from all ho 
of assistance in that department. I have 
been alone at Lahaina, it is now three 
years, surrounded by a greater variety of 
duties, besides the pastor’s work, than 
can be found at any other station, It 
seems to me that I have been enabled to 
go through these duties, and, after a sort, 
to attend to the medical wants of the 
other stations, only because I had a hope 
that I should soon be relieved of my 
medical labors. The brethren urge me 
to do what I can in this department, and 
I feel disposed to comply with their 
wishes; but then I feel that 1 am incom. 
petent, as well as without the necessary 
time, having done nothing, in three or 
four years, to increase my skill. In the 
midst of other labors, I shall, every year, 
become more and more unfitted for medi- 
cal practice. I wish the Committee, 
therefore, to remember this as a_ post 
which must ere long be supplied witha 
physician. 


The Committee are pained to say that they 
have but one physician upon their list of candidates 
for missionary employment at the present time; 
and none have been appointed since the announce- 
ment in June, 1844, which Mr. Baldwin has 
referred to. And yet there are several stations at 
which physicians are urgently needed, Our 
brethren at Madura have written till they have 
become weary of renewing their request ; but the 
Committee have not been able to send any one, 
as yet, to their relief. This statement is made 
with unfeigned sorrow. It is put forth to the 
public, however, in the hope that this liberal and 
crowded profession will soon furnish its share of 
missionary laborers. 


Since we have been in this place, | 
have spent some time in viewing the 
scenery about Hana. The whole coun- 
try is covered with verdure. A few ages 
since some volcano was displaying its 

















anaveaecnaT7 Ss eac02eeE-o-**™ 


Bero- 








1845. Sioux :—Lelter from Mr. Riggs. 313 


wonderful powers here, as the rugged 
java shores, against which the ocean 
now dashes with all its fury, can testify. 
In front of the mission-houses, on the 
shore, is an immense bluff, an old crater 
of avolceano. The north side of this is 
an almost perpendicular precipice, four 
hundred feet high. 

To-day we have been to visit two 
caves in the side of this immense preci- 
pice. In the first, about a hundred feet 
high, some suppose the famous Kaahu- 
manu was born. Natives often climb to 
it; but the path seemed so fearful that 
we did not attempt to go to it, however 
much a sight of the inside might have 

tified our curiosity. The other cave, 
about forty rods along the precipice, is 
easy of access, being only fifteen or 
twenty feet from the base of the rock. 
The entrance is small, just large enough 
foran adult to crawl] through; and the 
interior is from six to eight feet long, 
spacious enough perhaps for three adults 
tocrowd in. And this little cavity in 
the lava rock is the place where that 
same noble, energetic, pious woman, 
whose terrible eye flashed dread upon 
natives and foreigners, was nursed. We 
have never seen her like among the rulers 
of the Islands. 

And why did Kameeaumoku, the father, 
hide his wife, the mother of Kaahumanu, 
away in such fastnesses, in such circum- 
stances? For no other reason, than that 
the gospel had not been preached here. 
The Islands were full of unsubdued 
human passions, dreadful, always, when 
uncontrolled by the Spirit of God; and 
what must they have been when no law 
of man even restrained them? It was 
because these passions were always very 
easily kindled into war among the Sand- 
wich Islanders, and it could not be known 
whether the onset would come from a 
distance or not, nor at what moment it 
would be made; but when it did come, 
and one party was victorious, there was 
known to be but one rule, and that was 
to butcher the women, and dash out the 
brains of the children of their enemies. 
It was, therefore, common for them to 
hide away their women and children in 
holes and clefts of the rocks, where they 
were fed for months, perhaps years to- 
= Sometimes whole clans, when 

ated, were obliged to take refuge in 
high precipices, where they gathered a 
mass of stones which they could hurl 
down with deadly effect upon their pur- 
suers, Alas! What do some of our 

friends at home know of the hea- 
n, who talk of them as sincere in their 
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religion, and living in accordance with 
the light which they have ? 
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LETTER FROM MR. RIGGS, MAY 1, 1845. 


Sation at Traverse des Sioux. 


Tuts letter contains a review of Mr. Riggs’s 
labors at Traverse des Sioux, during the year 
which closed May 1, 1845. The obstacles which 
oppose the success of missionary efforts among 
this tribe of Indians, are many; still he has been 
enabled to pursue his work with cheerfulness, 
hoping that the fruit will hereafter appear. 

A small number of children have received in- 
struction in schools during a part of the year. A 
Sabbath school was kept last winter, at which 
from five to twenty boys and girls were present. 
The Dakota service upon the Sabbath has gen- 
erally been attended by a few Indians. “ At 
times,” says Mr. Riggs, “ it has appeared to us 
that the Spirit of God was evidently stirring with 
some individuals ; but as yet we have not the 
evidence that any one at this station has been 
truly born again.” 


During the summer and autumn, drun- 
kenness was on the increase. We were 
often greatly annoyed by Indians, really 
in a state of intoxication, or pretending 
to be under the influence of spirit water. 
The latter class have always proved the 
most troublesome. Their state of demo- 
niacal possession, while it increased their 
physical powers, fitted them mentally for 
doing and saying things which, at other 
times, they could not do and say. It hap- 
pened one Sabbath, when twenty or thir- 
ty were in different stages of intoxication, 
that an attempt was made to drink spirit 
water in our then unfinished “ spirit 
house,” (as they called the small church 
and school house, which we were erect- 
ing;, but it was opposed and prevented 
by some of their own number. 

The frequent recurrence of such scenes 
has often blighted the hopes we had en- 
tertained in respect to individuals, and 
has led us to feel that all our real en- 
couragement must be drawn from the 
promises of the ever blessed God. A 
mark for the Indian arrow by night, and 
chased by the scalping knife by day, we 
have realized the gracious fulfilment of 
that promise, “Surely he shall deliver 


‘thee from the snare of the fowler and 


from the noisome pestilence. He shall 
cover thee with his feathers, and under 
his wings shalt thou trust.” “Thou shalt 
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not be afraid for the terror by night, nor; the whiskey trade among the Dakotas 


for the arrow that flieth by day.” 
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Serr, 


some of the Indians themselves hayj . 
been induced to take part in breaki 


‘The following item of information is more en-| kegs of whiskey. A number have lately 


couraging. 


signed the abstinence pledge; a 


whom are the sons of the fur trader of 


We are happy to say that lately, thro’ | this place, whose example, in times 
the efforts of Captain Backus, now com-| has had a bad effect upon the Indiang, 
manding officer at Fort Snelling, Colonel | This partial cessation from drinking js 


Bruce, the Indian agent, H. H. Sibley, 
Esq., of the Fur Company, and others, a 
very considerable check has been put to 





matter of rejoicing with the women and 
children. 
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PAPAL SECTS IN SYRIA. 


Tue Herald for February, 1845, contained 
some valuable statements respecting the papal 
sects in Constantinople, Trebizond and Smyrna, 
drawn up by brethren who were familiar with the 
facts which they communicated. Our brethren 
of the mission to Syria, having been requested to 
prepare a similar account of the different papal 
sects in that country, have furnished the following 
very full and elaborate report. 

The papal sects of Syria are the Maronites, 
Greek Catholics, Armenian Catholics, Syrian 
Catholics, and Latins. In the present number of 
the Herald, only that part of the report which 
relates to the Maronites, can be published. The 
recent intelligence from Lebanon invests this 
portion of the document with a peculiar interest. 


THE MARONITEs. 


Maronites are found in most of the cities of 
Syria, and also, in smal] numbers, in Egypt, and 
even in Constantinople. As peasants they are 
found throughout Mount Lebanon, from its com- 
mencement north of Tripoli, southward even to 
Safed, as well as in Anti-Lebanon. But the body 
of them are in the districts of sherry, Jibeil, and 
Kesrawin. ‘There are also a few in the northern 
part of the island of Cyprus. ‘The whole sect is 
supposed to consist of about 220,000 souls, of 
whom about 180,000 are in Mount Lebanon 
proper. It embraces a nobility of two grades, 
viz. Emirs of the family of Shebab in the Druze 
districts of Lebanon, and of the family of Abi el- 
Lem’a in the Metn; and Sheikhs of the families 
of Khazin Habeish and Dehdah in the Kesrawan 
and Futih. 

The Maronites are of Syrian origin, as is indi- 
eated by the language of their liturgy, which is 
still Syriac. Yet the language now universally 
spoken by them is Arabic ; and to meet the wants 
of the people, the Scripture lessons which enter 
into their services, are translated into Arabie. 
But even these are written in the Syriac charac- 
ter; the method in which they are, in some parts, 
chiefly taught to write the Arabic oy oe This 
Syro-Arabic, or Arabic in the Syriac character, 
is called Karshiiny. It may be farther remarked, 
that careful observation will discern, between the 
Maronites and the other people of the country, 








marks of distinetion other than those which 
separate sects, and by no means obscurely poini- 
ing them out as a relic of a distinct nation. 


The Patriarch. 


At the head of the sect is a Patriarch, who 
rules ecclesiastically over all Maronites, wherever 
found. He styles himself “ Patriarch of Antioch 
and all the East.” He is elected by the Bishops 
from among themselves; who, for that pu 
assemble at the patriarchal see, and east their 
votes. Whoever = the majority is confirmed by 
the Pope, and is then Patriarch. If the Bi 
are too divided to make a choice, it then devolves 
upon the Pope to choose for them. The Pa- 
triarch governs his flock according to the decrees 
of the Maronite council, called the Council of 
Lebanon. He has no firman from the Sultan 
and no acknowledged = residing at the 
— and may be said, therefore, to have only 
a loe 


toleration. 

His residence in is at the convent of 
Kannobin in the district of Bsherry, and in winter 
at the convent of Bkerky in Kesrawan; which 
two convents belong to him ex officio. Their 
income, as well as that of another called Dimin, 
is his, and amounts to about 100,000 pias. He is 
also entitled to an annual poll tax, called a tithe, 
from every adult member of his flock, a i 
to two pias a head. But this being farmed outto 
the Bishops, he actually receives but a portion of 
it, the remainder being appropriated by them. 
From every priest he receives an annual tithe of 
five pias. From masses also he realizes an an- 
nual income of considerable amount, being enti- 
tled to six piastres for every mass he potions 
From all these sources his whole income may 
amount to 200,000 piastres, or about $8,500, 
lhe present Patriarch is Ydsuf Butrus Habeish, 
by birth a Sheikh of the family of that name, 





Bishops. 
_ The Bishops of the Maronite church are thirteen 
in number, of whom nine preside over the nine 
dioceses into which the sect is divided. The 
diocesan Bishops are as follows : 

_Abd Allah el-Bistany, Bishop of the diocese of 
Sidon, which extends from Akka on the south to 
the river Damar on the north, and to Anti-Lebe- 
non on the east. He resides at the college of 
Mishmasheh, in the district of Jezzin. His i» 
come is about 12,000 piastres. 

Tobia Abu ’Aun, bishop of the diocese of 
Beiriit, which extends from the river Damir to 
Antelias. He resides in the city of Beirit. His 
income is about 20,000 piastres. 
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usuf Ja’ja’, Bishop of the diocese of Cyprus, 
ou exteads from AAntelias to the Dog aver, 

embraces also the Maronites of Cyprus. He 
resides at the college of Kurnet Shehwan, in the 
Katia. His income is about 12,000 piastres. 

Yusuf el-Khazin, Bishop of the diocese of Da- 
mascus, which extends from the Dog river to the 
middle of Kesrawan, and embraces also the 
Maronites of Damascus. He resides at Zak 
Mikal. His income is about 10,000 piastres. 

Antén el-Khazin, Bishop of the diocese of 
Baalbek, which extends from the middle of Kes- 
rawan to the district of Jibeil. He resides in 
the nunnery of Baklush. His income is about 
24,000 piastres. . 

Sim’an Zuwein, vicar of the Patriarch over 
the diocese of Jibeil, which extends from the dis- 
trict of Futdh to the vicinity of Tripoli. He re- 
sides at the college of Mar Yohanna Marén. 
The Patriarch is ex officio Bishop of this diocese, 
and governs it through a vicar. Its income is 
about 15,000 piastres. 

Bilus el-’ Akary, Bishop of the diocese of Tri- 

ji, which extends from the neighborhood of 

ipoli to the district of ’Akkfr. 
tefan ed- Duweihy, Bishop of the diocese of 
Fhden, which embraces only the single village of 


Balus Arutan, Bishop of Aleppo. He resides 
in that city. 

The election of the diocesan Bishops belongs 
to the people of the diocese ; and whomsoever 
they elect, the Patriarch is obliged to approve, 
unless the candidate labors under canonical dis- 
qualifications. If the vote of the diocese be di- 
vided between two or three, the Patriarch has 
the right to select which of them he pleases. 
And if there be a delay, he may fix a limit, after 
which, if none is previously chosen by the peo- 
ple, he can appoint whom he pleases. 

The sources from which these Bishops derive 
their income, are 1, glebes; 2, masses said by 
them, for each of which they are entitled to four 
jastres ; 3, the tithes which they farm from the 
Patriarch ; 4, presents, as at funerals, baptisms 
and marriages, where they officiate, for permis- 
sion to marry within the forbidden degrees of 
affinity, &c. 

The bishops without parishes are at present 
the following : 

Yasuf Rizk, vicar of the Patriarch over the 
—— of Ain Warkah. His income is from the 


Filibbus Habeish, superior of the convent of 
Mar Jirjis’Alma. His income is from the con- 
vent 


Balus Mas’ad, viear and private counsellor of 
the Patriarch. His income is from the patriar- 


chal see. 

Nikéla Murad, agent of the Patriarch at Rome. 
His income is from the Patriarch, from masses 
which he says, from certain perquisites that ac- 
crue from the press at Rome, from contributions 
he receives from the people there, &c. 

The consecration of Bishops belongs exclu- 
sively to the Patriarch ; except that in the impo- 
sition of hands he is usually assisted by pv 
Bishops. They are all amenable to him, and 
regularly receive from him circular orders every 


Priests. 


The Maronite priests amount to between seven 
bundred and one thousand in number. Like the 
Bishops, some have parishes and others not. 

The parish priests are usually married. But 
their marriage must take place before ordination, 
and in no case is it allowed after. If one’s wife 


Miscellanies. 
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dies, he must ever after remain single. They are 
all distinguished from the laity by a peculiar 


dress. 

The people of each parish elect for their priest 
whom they please ; and he is almost always se- 
lected from among themselves. ‘lhe Bishop can 
only force them to an election of some kind, but he 
cannot impose on them a candidate whom they 
do not wish. ‘The candidate of their choice he is 
obliged to accept, if there be no canonical objec- 
tion to him. Only if their vote is divided among 
several candidates, then the Bishop selects one 
of them; and if the matter is not settled satisfac- 
torily, then it is carried up to the Patriarch. 
Moreover, if the people of a parish become dis- 
satisfied with their priest, they can secure his re- 
moval by carrying their cause before the Bishop ; 
provided their objections to him are canonic 
valid. And the Bishop also. if the priest is 
guilty of a crime or misdemeanor, has the power 
to punish him by suspending him from the duties 
of Nis office. 

Every candidate for the priesthood must, in 
addition to Arabic, know Syriac, at least so as to 
be able to read it; as well as casuistry, or, as it is 
called, moral theology. He must pass an exami- 
nation in all the three, and also as to his conduct 
and morals, before a person appointed for that 
purpose by the Patriarch. Ordination is received 
either from the Patriarch or the Bishop of the 
diocese. 

The duties of a parish priest, are to baptize, 
ratify espousals, marry, visit the sick, administer 
extreme unction, say mass daily for the people, 
read prayers in the church, at least on Saturday 
aud Sunday afternoons, hear confessions, give 
the communion, visit and watch over their flock, 
and once a week to read over by themselves the 
book of offices, according to the order and times 
therein specified. ‘Ihey have also to collect the 
tithes for the Bishop, settle difficulties of a secu- 
lar nature among their flock, and eutertain stran- 
gers, especially if they be of the monastic or 
clerical order. 

Their mcome is from the following sources : 
1, A certain amount of produce, such as grain 
oil, silk, &¢., agreed upon between them an 
their parishioners, varying according to the ability 
of the latter, and received at the harvest season 
of each article. 2, Pay for masses, baptisms, 
espousals, marriages and burials ; the established 
price of each of which is two piastres. ‘Their 
income altogether ordinarily amounts to not more 
than 2,000 piastres, but is sometimes as high as 
9,000. ‘The glebes of the churches do not benefit 
them ; but are taken care of by a committee of the 
parish, and their income is used for the ordinary 
expenses of the church, to repair and ornament it, 
for schools, &e. No priest is allowed to engage 
in trade, nor practice any mechanic art, nor pur- 
sue any other profession. They only take care 
of their own land, of which they generally pos- 
sess some by inheritance or purchase. Usually 
they are of the poorer class of people, and do 
not accumulate property. 

‘The priests who have no parishes, are gener- 
ally unmarried. Some are in the employ of the 
Patriarch or Bishops, in various ways ; some are 
judges; some are superiors of convents; and 
some reside at home withoutemployment. Their 
income is about the same as that of the parish 

riests, and is derived from their offices, if they 

ave any, and from masses and burials, for whic 
they receive the same as the parish priests. Like 
them they are forbidden all secular occupations. 
All of both classes have a claim upon the patri- 
archal see for a support, if from sickness or other 
cause they are unable to support themselves. 
The whole body of the clergy is exempt from the 
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kharfj, or poll tax, demanded by order of Mo- 
hammed from al! non-Mohammedans. 


Convenis and Nunneries. 


The Maronite convents are of two kinds, regu- 
lar and irregular. The regular convents are of 
three orders, called the Country, Lebanon, and 
Alepine orders, of which the first is the most, and 
the last the least, numerous. Each order has its 
own organization and rules, independent of the 
others. Each convent has its own superior, and 
each order its Superior-general. 

‘The Superior-general is assisted by four mana- 

rs, called first, second, third and fourth Under 
their inspection only, the Superior-general has 
the supervision of all the aecounts of the convents 
of his order, and the control of their income. His 
authority is independent of the Patriarch, exeept 
by appeal, and the income of the office of the 

uperior-general of the Country order, consisting 
of some eight hundred piastres weekly for masses, 
130,000 piastres ae from glebes, and half 
of the contributions to the convent of Kizheiya, 
is greater than that of the patriarchal see. 
ach Superior-general holds over his order the 
rank of a Bishop over his diocese. He carries 
the staff, wears the mitre, and holds the cross at 
high masses, but has not the power of ordaining 
priests. ‘his is usually done by the Bishop in 
whose diocese the candidate is living. The dio- 
cesan Bishops have also some other rights over 
the convents, though very few. Most of the 
affairs of the convents are under the absolute 
control of the Superior-general, who has a prison 
of his own in which to imprison culprits. He is 
chosen by ballot in a convocation held every 
three years. The members of this convocation 
are the Superior-general, the managers, the su- 
pe of convents, and those who have formerly 
eld some one of these offices. The other monks, 
though they may be in the priesthood, have no 
voice in the matter. No rule prevents the re-elec- 
tion of the same Superior-geueral, as often as the 
vote of the convocation may fall upon him. ‘The 
same triennial convocation elects also the mana- 
gers, and the superiors of all the convents. 

The duty of each superior is to govern the 
monks in his convent, to see to the observance of 
the rules of his order, and look after the property 
of the establishment. 

The monks take the vow of chastity, poverty 
and obedience ; but not until they have passed a 
term of trial, which with the Country and Ale- 
pine orders is two years, and with the Lebanon 
order one year. Up to that time they do not put 
on the cowl, and can go back to the world and 
marry. No entrance fee is demanded, and most 
who enter are in straitened circumstances. Pov- 
erty or indolence moves them to take the step, 
under the cover of seeking Christian perfection. 
Their dress is a coarse woollen garment, colored 
black, with a cowl and a leathern girdle. Silk 
they are forbidden to put on, nor may any one 
carry in his purse more than ten piastres. If at 
death any one is found to have more than that 
sum about him, he is denied Christian burial. 
Meat they are never allowed to taste, nor may 
they smoke tohacco. For the former they sub- 
stitute fish, and for the latter snuff Thew em- 
ployment is agriculture end the mechanic arts. 
Some plough and reap, some weave, some make 
shoes, &c., and they are generally kept hard at 
work. With the exception of thé two schools, 
hereafter to be mentioned, hardly any measures 
are taken to improve their education. ‘They are 
generally left in profound ignorance, and are the 
most stupid class in the community. Hardly one 
in seven, it is supposed, can read at all. 


Miscellanies. 








Szpr, 
The benefit of the convents to the communit 


at large is extremely small. Among 1 
there an bea jm schools, of the 6 them al 
mon kind, for the children of the people. ‘T 
are generally the centre and source of ignoranee 
superstition and intrigue. 4 
One of the most obnoxious of their habits, is 
that of shameless begging. Every year swarms 
of them go forth in ali directions upon this er, 
and so importunate are they that they rare} 
enter a house without taking away something ; in 
this, resembling the gypsies, though they are 3 


erally better off than those from whom they 
The return made to those who contribute to the 
convents, is, that on Saturday all the priests offer 
their masses for the souls of those who have 
aided their convents by contributions or labor, 

At present there is a sehism in the coup 
order. All the monks north of Ibrahim river, are 
in rebellion against their Superior-general. The 
movement commenced a year or two a The 
have driven away all the superiors and monks 
who belong farther south, have armed themselves 
and taken possession of their convents, The 
Patriarch’s interference to support the authorit 
of the Superior-general, has only turned their 
wrath against him. The governing Emir has 
more than once sent soldiers to reduce them to 
obedience, but accomplished nothing. The Pope 
has been appealed to, and his orders have 
duced no effect. Their position of hostility they 
still maintain, and are encouraged in it by their 
countrymen, inhabiting the distriets in whieh their 
convents are situated. Some Maronites who 
longing for a more complete downfall of the Pa. 
tnarch’s power, almost expect that the affair wil] 
end in an extensive secession from the church. 

The irregular convents, or as they are called 
the convents of devotees, are independent of the 
three orders above described, and of each other, 
They are founded by particular families, with 
special conditions, one of which is that the su 
rior in each convent shall be of the family of the 
founder. Each one has its own superior and 
laws, independent of every other, and the 
rior retains his office during life. These convents 
are in all respects under the superintendence of 
the Bishop of the diocese in which they are situ- 
ated. He inspects their accounts, and presides 
over them. 

What has been said of convents for men, ap- 
plies in general to nunneries. They are also 
regular and irregular. ‘Ihe regular are divided 
among the same three orders, and subject to the 
Superior-generals. They must be in all cases at 
least forty cubits distant from any convent for 
men. An entrance fee is demanded of every 
eandidate for admission, varying from 500 te 
10,000 piastres, according to her ability, and the 
necessities of the establishment. 

The nuns, like the monks, take the vow of 
chastity, poverty and obedience. They are all 
taught to read, at least Syriac, in order to be able 
to assist in worship at their chapels. _ In this the 
take a public part, especially in chanting. Schools 
for children, or young persons, they have none. 
Their work is sewing and embroidery; chiefly 
ae of a species of eharm, called gar- 
ments of the Virgin, which they make for sale. 
Their costume is a dress of cotton cloth, colored 
black. 

The devotee nunneries are like the similar 
establishments for males ; except that the supe- 
riors of some of them are frequently changed. 
The nunnery at Ainthra, though occupied by na- 
tive females, is subject to European rules, and 
has its support from abroad. The employment 
of its inmates does not differ from that af the 
others, 
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The income of all the convents and nunneries 


of the sect, is supposed to amount to 6 or 
7,000,000 piastres. Of this, about 1,000,000 are 
from masses, contributions and vows; the rest 
from lands, houses, mills, and the like. The old 
Emir Beshir is said to have given the monks or 
the Patriarch 600,000 piastres annually for masses 
for the whole family of the Shehabs. ‘The landed 
rty of the convents is immense, and until 
Plate civil war was rapidly increasing. For- 
merly it was exempt from taxation, but the pres- 
ent government has assessed it at the same rate 
as all other real estate. 
The following is a tolerably complete list of the 


Maronite convents and nunneries of all kinds, 
with an estimate of the number of their inmates. 
Diocese of Sidon. 
No. of 
Mishmfisheh, Country. Monks. 120 
Kittin, Leb. ” 16 
Jezzin, ” Nuns. \15 
Mar Ant&nios, Coun. Moni 7 
Mar Yasuf, Leb. 
Diocese of Beirtt. 
En-Na’imeh, Coun. Monks. 25 
Mar Yohanna Reshmeiya, + ” 19 
Mar Antanios Sir, ” ” 20 
*Bir Suneib, ” ” 15 
Ea-Neba’, ” ”" 12 
Mar Masa el-Mutein, ” ” 15 
El-Kahlasiyeh, ” ” 20 
Mar Rakus, Leb. ”" 35 
Mar Antanios B’abda, ” ” 15 
Mar Jirjis el-Harf, Coun. ” 22 
Diocese of Cyprus. 
Mar Jirjis "Aukar, Leb. Monks. 25 
Mar Isha’ia. ” ” 20 
Mar’ Abda el-Mushemmar, Dev. “” 8 
Mar Elia Bukfeiya, Alep. ” 13 
Mar Yohahanna, Leb. ” 12 
Mar Tamish Coun. ” 120 
Mar Yasuf el-Burj, ” ” 21 
Ea-Nariyeh, Leb. ”" 40 
Diocese of Damascus. 
El-Luweizeh, Alep. Monks. 30 
Mar Elias er-Ras, Coun. Nuns. 60 
El-Besharah, Vv. ” 8 
Herish, ” ” 80 
Aintérah, ” ” 39 
Mar Elias Bellany, ” ” 9 
Mar Musa ’Ajeltin, ” ”" 5 
Reifan, ” Monks 3 
Mar Shalita, ” Nuns. 50 
Mar Mikhail Kefr’Akab, Coun. Monks. 10 
Mar S4sin Biskinta, ” ” 8 
” ” ” ” Nuns. 30 
Diocese of Baalbek. 
Seidet el-Bezaz, av. Nuns 8 
Mar Jirjis Alma, ” ” 30 
Mar Antinios Ghizir, Coun. ”" 35 
” ” ” ” Monks. 8 
” ” ” Leb. ” 12 
El-’Afs, Dev. ” 2 
Seidet el-Hakleh, ” Nuns. 40 
Mar Rau’ana, ” ” 25 
Mar Jirjis, Coun Monks 25 
idet Biklash, Dev. Nuns. 25 
Yasuf el-Harf, ” ” x 
Damit el-Buwar, Leb. Monks. 15 
Diocese of Jibeil. 
Deir el-Benat, Coun. Nuns. 40 
Mestita, Dev. Monks. 3 
— Coun. ” 15 
fab, ” ” 80 
Meifak, ” ” 70 
Mar Serkis, ” ” 39 





* A school for monks. 
t Residence of the Bishop of Baalbek. 
tA 7 bd monks, with forty scholars. 
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Hy men Dev. Monks. 5 
-Dim: ” 7 5 
Kefr Zeina, Coun. " 16 
Kiizheiya, ” ” 120 


Besides the above, there are many ccenobia 
belonging to them. These are houses in cities 
and towns, built for the entertainment of monks, 
when travelling from one convent to another, or 
journeying on business. ‘Their expenses are from 
the income of the orders or convents to which 
they belong. The following are the principal ; to 
y= probably ten or fifteen more should be ad- 


Places. Order. No. 
Hasbeiya, Coun. 3 
Sidon, ” 1 
*Akka, ” 3 
Tyre, ” 2 
Deir el-Kamar, ” 1 

” ” Alep. 5 
Mu’allahkat Zahleh, Coun. 3 
Ki Elias, Leb. 2 
Beirit, Coun. 3 

” Alep. 2 
*Abeih, ” 3 
Damascus, Coun. 1 
Jibeil, ” 5 
Batrfn, ” 2 


The number of convents contained in the pre- 
ceding lists, is fifty-seven, and of coenobia, é 
teen; of monks one thousand one hundred and 
two, and of nuns five hundred and seven. These 
estimates are but ge ogre yet probably 
they are not far from the truth. Among the 
monks there may be six hundred in pniest’s 
orders ; the rest are lay brothers. These monas- 
tic priests are not included in the estimate already 
given of the ordinary priesthood. Among the 
nuns there are no deaconesses. 


Preaching. 

The best preachers among the Maronites at the 

resent time are the eight following ; viz. Bishops 
Vasuf Ja’ja’ and Balus Arutin, and priests Yasuf 
er Rizzy, Arsenius el-Fakhary, Yusuf ’Atiyeh, 
Yohanna en-Nahhas, Yohanna el-Haj, and Yasuf 
el-Fakhiry. These have authority to 
wherever they may be. Besides them very few 
others are known as preachers. ‘The body of the 
priesthood are unable to compose a sermon, and 
never attempt more than very rarely to give an 
explanation of the lesson of the day, or an admo- 
nition, or an exhortation, in their own churches. 
Indeed they do not look upon preaching as a part 
of their office. Preaching is considered by the 
Maronites to have been one of the peculiar offices 
of our Savior, and a preacher is very highly 
respected. No one is allowed to undertake this 
duty, without a written permission from the 
Patriarch, or the Bishop of the diocese. Should 
any one attempt it, it is the duty of the priest of 
the church where he may be to prevent him. 
Ordinarily a preacher is required to be of the 
clerical order, or at least to have entered some 
one of the minor grades. Yet sometimes permis- 
sion is given to laymen of known ability and good 
reputation. 

Some seven or eight years ago, the Patriarch 
succeeded in reclaiming from the Lazarists the 
college of Mar Yasuf Aintdra. He then added 
to its income the estate of Bishop Jibrail en-N&- 
siry, formerly a judge, which amounted to about 
75,000 piasires, and also further increased it by 
other moneys, so that it finally amounted to the 
annual sum of 30,000 piastres. ‘This establish- 
ment he set apart for the residence and support of 
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a society of preachers. The society was to be 
formed by selecting the most promising of the 
scholars of his colleges, at the completion of their 
course, and also some of the most capable of the 
priesthood, and placing them here to perfect 
themselves by study in the art of preaching. 
When qualified, they were to go forth, throughout 
the sect, to instruct priests and people, hearing 
confessions and preaching in the churches, always 
returning hither as their home, at the end of every 
circuit. But in consequence of the troubles that 
have come upon the Maronites from their rebel- 
lion against Ibrahim Pasha, the coming in of the 
Turkish government, and the Druze war, the 
plan has not yet been fully carried out. se 
three persons have yet assembled in this school ; 
viz. smog Yohanna es-Stambily, who is_ its 
resident, and priests Yisuf er-Rizzy and Yasuf 
Atiyeh. It may still go forward, but is in ——_ 
of coming to nothing. Its rules were never fully 
decided upon. They were to be enacted by the 
Patriarch, assisted by some of the Bishops. 
When established, they were to be in the hands 
of the society. Whatever any member received 
from masses or contributions, was not to be his, 
but to belong to the society, the society being 
always bound to support its members until death. 
Besides the Maronite preachers, certain Latin 
monks, of the Jesuit, Capuchin and Franciscan 
orders, also undertake the office of preaching in 
their convents, and sometimes in the neighboring 
churches, as missionaries of the Pope. But in 
consequence of their limited command of the 
language, they are very se understood. 
The people consequently do not respect them, 
and sometimes treat them with derision. 


Education. 


The Maronites have common schools in cities 
and towns, and in most villages where there re- 
side any considerable number of the sect. The 
teachers are appointed by the chiefs of the place, 
or the church committee, or the priests, or the 
Bishop, as one or another has the most zeal in 
the matter. But it is considered the duty of the 
Bishop to see that such schools exist. In some 
places there are school funds to help pay the 
teacher, or even enough to supply his whole 
salary. Where there are none, the parents pay 
a stipulated price for each book his child learns 
to read. ‘The tuition fees of the rare some- 
times paid by the Bishop, or they are taught 

ratis by the teacher. The income of the teachers 
is from 600 to 1,000 piastres annually ; but some- 
times amounts to 5,000 piastres. All that is 
learned is to read and write Syriac and Arabic. 
Arithmetic, grammar and geography are never 
taught. And the schools are couducted wholly 
after the native manner, with much noise and 
confusion. As the result of these very imperfect 
means of education, where the Maronites are most 
numerous, as in Kesrawan, perhaps from one 
fourth to one third of the adult males can read. 
The education of the females is wholly neglected. 
Hardly any, except those of noble birth, can 
read at all. 

Of colleges, or high schools, there are eight, 
viz. three general, three diocesan, and two for 
the monks. ‘The first are such as receive pupils 
from any part of the sect, and from other sects. 
They are as follows : 

Ain Warkah, situated in Kesrawan, just east 
of the village of Ghusta. Originally it was a 
nunnery, founded by the family of Steféu. About 
sixty years ago, Bishop Yasuf Stefon converted 
it into a college, and put it under the direction of 
the Patriarch ; reserving to his family the right of 
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their number always as its president, if any one 
is found competent. ‘This latter right, the Pay. 
arch has now set aside, thereby giving great 
offence to the family of Stefén. The preseg; 
resident is bishop Yusuf Riz’k from Jezzin 
The number of its scholars varies from twenty to 
forty. lis income is from 100,000 to 150,099 
plastres. 

Ramieh, situated in the higher parts of Kesra. 
wan, and commenced about fifieen years ago, 
Originally it was a nunnery founded by the 
family of Sufeir. ‘The number of scholars is from 
ten to fifteen. Its income is from 30,000 to 40,000 
piastres. 

Mar’ Abda Herhereiya, situated in the Futih 
near the borders of Kesrawan, and com 

about twelve years ago. Originally it was a 
nunnery founded by the family of Asaf. The 
number of scholars is from twenty to twenty-five, 
lis income is from 150,000 to 200,000 piasires, 
The funds of these colleges, from which their 
income is principally derived, consist of lands, 
mills and the like. Bach diocese has the right to 
send two scholars, such as its Bishop may re- 
commend, to each of them, to be educated 
tuitously ; and others, also, are admitted as bene- 
ficiaries. All these, after they have attained the 
age of sixteen, take an oath of obedience to the 
Putierch, and are subject to his orders, They 
are taught, clothed, fed and lodged without 
charge ; and in all respects are well provided for, 
Their food is served in the European style, and 
each one has a room to himself. From their ad- 
mission till they graduate, they are not allowed 
to leave the premises; nor are they allowed to 
converse with any person from without, nor with 
the servants, nor even with each other, except at 
the seasons of recreation. The families of the 
founders of each school have also a right to send 
to it two scholars to be educated gratuitously, 
The number who may enter upon pay is not 
limited. If Maronites, they are charged from 
1,000 to 1,200 piastres, a year, and furnish them. 
selves with clothing and beds. If of any other 
papal sect, they are charged from 2,000 to 2,400 
piastres. Infidels and heretics are never ad- 
mitted. The scholars are provided with a 
fessor and tutors, a confessor, a superintendent of 
their general couduet, who is always with them, 
and an inspector of food, &c. In admission to 
the school and treatment there, no regard is had 
to rank or wealth. The candidate must be able 
to read Syriac and Arabic, must be between 
twelve and twenty years of age, and must be 
furnished with a recommendation from his Bishop, 
and a certificate of his age from his priest. rm 
is first received on trial, and if found ineapable of 
learning or of enduring the regulations of the 
school, he is sent away. The time spent at 
school is from five to eight years, according to 
the advancement of the pupil on entering. 

The branches of learning taught, are Syriae, 
Arabic grammar, logic, moral theology, and 
preaching ; and in Am Warkah there have been 
introduced Latin, ltalian, rhetoric, physies and 
philosophy. Doctrinal theology was once taught 
for a time, but being found to lead the scholars 
into reasoning that inclined them to Protestaatism, 
it was abandoned. ‘The scholars are divided into 
only two classes, and each class studies but one 
subject atatime. Every year the Patriarch is 
expected to visit each school for the examination 
of the scholars. Each one is rewarded by him 
according to his conduct, diligence and progress, 
to the amount of fifteen piastres and under ; and 
the name of each, with his rank in the scale of 
merit, is written on a paper which is sealed with 
the Patriarch’s signet, and affixed to the door of 
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any are found to have made no progress, they 
are dismissed — : Lys 

After finishing their course, the beneficiaries, 
who have taken the vow of obedience to the 
Patriarch, remain subject to his orders through 
jife; nor have the Bishops of the dioceses from 
which they have come, any authority over them, 
unless it be iven by a special order from the 
Patriarch. He, on the other hand, is bound to 

vide them business from which they may de- 

rive a livelihood ; and if, from sickness or other 
cause, they fail of this, he is obliged to support 
them from his own income. Most of them be- 
come unmarried priests; though some remain 
laymen, and marry if they choose. The — 
ments pursued by the graduates of the colleges 
generally, are teaching in the colleges themselves, 
and instructing candidates for the priesthood, or 
they become judges, superiors of convents, or 
agents of the Patriarch and the Bishops. A very 
few become priests over particular parishes, or 
teachers of common schools. The number al- 
ready graduated, amounts to about one hundred 
and hve. Among them are the Patriarch himself, 
and the Bishops ’Abdallah el-Bistany, Balus 
Mas’ad, Nikala Murad, Filibbus Habeish, Yasuf 
el-Khazin and Yasuf Riz’k. The rest are mostly | 

iests and deacons. 

It should be remarked that among these gradu- 
ates, and especially those of Ain Warkah, there 
are some of enlightened and liberal minds, who | 
have more or less inclination for evangelical truth. 
One of our most valued native helpers, who is 
also an esteemed brother in our little church, spent 
eight years at Ain Warkah. He has contributed 
avery large part of the information which this 

rtcontains. Asaad es Shidiak was once a 
beneficiary at Ain Warkah; and it was his vow 
of obedience to the Patriarch, which enabled the | 
latter to seize, persecute, and finally martyr him. | 

The diocesan colleges receive scholars only 
from the particular diocese where they are situa- | 
ted, and they are subject to the Bishops of these | 
dioceses. They are the following. Mar Yohun- 
na Mardn, the see of the Bishop of Jibeil. It was 
commenced about thirteen years * and has an | 
income of about 13,000 piastres. The 





number of | 


scholars is from twelve to eighteen. Mishm@- 
sheh, near Jezzin, and see of the Bishop of Sidon. 
It was commenced about twelve years ago, under 
the auspices of the Emir Beshir, and has an in- 
come of about 20,000 piastres. The number of 
scholars is about the same as the preceding. Kur- 
net Shehwén in the Kati’a, and see of the Bishop 
of Cyprus. It was commenced about a year ago, 
and has an income of about 25,000 piastres. 
The number of scholars is about the same as the 
preceding. ‘The rules of these schools, and the 
branches taught in them, are the same, mutatis 
mutandis, as those of the three general colleges 
already fully described. 

The schools for monks are at the convents of 
Bir Suneih and Kefifan. ‘They contain together 
about sixty pupils, who are — reading and 
writing in Syriac and Arabic, and moral theology, 
more properly called casuistry, in preparation for 
the priesthood. No branch of mathematics, not 
even arithmetic, is taught in any of the schools 
above described; nor any other branch not 
needed by a priest or a Bishop in the routine of 
his official duties. 

The Maronites have also a right to send six 
scholars to the college of the Propaganda at 
Rome, to be taught and supported gratuitously. 


Printing Presses. 


The Maronites have one printing press. It is 
at the convent of Kiizheiya, and is roperty 
of that establishment. The monks do the work, 
and the expense and income are the convent’s. 
It is furnished with the means of printing Syriac 
in characters of two sizes, and most of its publi- 
cations are in Syriac or Karshiny, though it is 
furnished also with Arabic types. The books 
poet are for ecclesiastical use; such as the 

k of offices for the priests, books of exercises, 
prayer books, the missal, and the Scripture les- 
sons from the Prophets, Gospels and Epistles. 
They are generally sold at so high a price that 
only convents, churches, and the rich of the clergy 
and laity, can afford to purchase them. Many 
books are printed for the Maronites also in 
Rome. 
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| 
Syria.—A letter has been received from the | 
brethren at Abeih, giving additional particulars 
respecting the war between the Maronites and | 
Druzes. Through the intervention of the Euro- | 
pean consuls and Turkish authorities, a cessation 
of hostilities was effected about the 20th of May, 
twenty days afier the war began. How long 
this truce will last, time only can show. “ The | 
general result of the contest, thus far, is, that the 
Maronites have been defeated, and driven out of 
what is called the Druze section of the mountains, 
and nearly all their villages are burnt. In some 
districts —particularly in the Metn, the border 
district between the two sects,—each party alter- | 


district, therefore, which was one of the finest and 
most populous in Lebanon, the desolation is com- 
plete. Scarcely a village or a house, either 
Druze or Maronite, remains. Great numbers of 
villages have been destroyed in other districts 
also ; for the war extended over the whole of that 
large portion of Lebanon which embraces the 
mixed (Druze and Maronite) population.” 


NESTORIANS.—A very interesting communi- 
cation has been received from Mr. Stocking, 
giving an account of several excursions made by 
him for the purpose of preaching the gospel. 


| The first of these excursions was made in the 
| month of March; and for the seven weeks follow- 


ing, (during the long fast of the Nestorians, when 


nately prevailed, each plundering and burning they are accustomed to attend the services of 
the houses and villages of the other. In that! their church, with more than ordinary frequency 








and regularity) he was constantly engaged in 
making known the way of salvation. Under 
date of April 25, he says, “ In order to show that 
an open door is still granted to us for preaching 
the gospel among the Nestorians, I would state 
that during the last fifty days I have preached 
forty times, in twenty villages, to several thou- 
sand hearers.” Respecting Mar Yohannan, who 
often accompanied him, Mr. Stocking writes as 
follows : “ 1 have never seen him more active or, 
apparently, more desirous to co-operate with us, 
In his exhortations, (for his preaching consists 
almost entirely of exhortation, without attempting 
to give doctrinal instruction,) he was exceedingly 
earnest and pointed; and the impression made 
upon his hearers must have been, that he viewed 
them, with their present character unchanged, as 
totally lost.” 

Under date of May 12, Mr. Stocking writes 
again, “ An interesting case of hopeful conver- 
sion has recently occurred in Miss Fisk’s school. 
The female teacher of the primary department 
gives cheering evidence of being born again. 
Others in the school are in a thoughtful and seri- 
ous state of mind; and, were they not children, 
whose characters are not yet established, we 
should be constrained to believe that they were 
real Christians.” Numerous and urgent applica- 
tions for the admission of pupils to this school 
have been refused, for want of a sufficient num- 
ber of teachers. The boarding scholars amount 
to thirty ; and there are thirteen pupils in the 
primary department. 

Mr. Stoddard, in a letter dated May 19, de- 
scribes, very fully, the state and prospects of the 
seminary under his care. This institution was 
suspended last summer, in the expectation that it 
would be reorganized upon an improved plan. 
A few boys were subsequently received into Mr. 
Stoddard’s family by way of experiment ; these 
gradually increased, during the winter, to the 
number of ten or twelve. ‘This experiment suc- 
ceeded so well, that the mission resolved, in the 
spring, to open a boarding school for thirty pu- 
pils, the leading object of which should be “to 
train up a native minisiry.” “ ‘The scholars are 
to be furnished with board and clothing, and to 
be strictly connected with the family of the su- 
perintendent.” It will be the aim of the mission, 
however, to bring the people to see the advan- 
tages of such an institution, and aid in its sup- 
port. The expense of sustaining each pupil is 
estimated at from forty to fifty cents a week ; 
and it may be less hereafier. Among the pupils 
are two who are expected to succeed the Bishops, 
Mar Elias and Mar Gabriel. Many of the 
scholars are the sons of priests. ‘The desire to 
obtain a place in the seminary has been very 
great. “ Scores of boys have been brought from 
different villages and urged on our acceptance, 
and found no admittance, in consequence of the 
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number being already complete.” “The 

eat in one of our large basement rooms in the na. 
tive style; but the preparation of their food, and, 
indeed, the whole of this department, is constag. 
ly superintended by Mrs. Stoddard; and much 
effort is made to ensure propriety and order, 
When the boys are not in school, they spend 
more or Jess time in the house, and feel them. 
selves to be members of the family.” “ Jt has 
been our anxious care to hold up continually the 
great truths of the gospel ; to take these boys by 
the hand and lead them to the cross of Jesus, 
Every morning and evening we gather them 
around the family altar, and beseech them, jp 
Christ’s stead, to be reconciled to God. In the 
seminary it is the endeavor to make the Bible 
more prominent, by far, than any other book, and 
to diffuse the influence of it over all their studies,” 
Mr. Stoddard concludes as follows : 


We are aware that this beginning is a feeble 


one; and yet, with God’s blessing, it may exert 
an important influence on our labors ai this 
people. We desire ever to remember, in all our 


plans for advancing its interests, that the 

absorbing object is the salvation of the soul ; and 
that our efforts will be of little value without the 
aid of the Holy Spirit. But with faithful labor 
and earnest prayer, we indulge the hope that 
plants of righteousness will spring up around us 
to the praise and glory of God. We enter onthe 
work with cheerful reliance on Him who, we are 
assured, will never forsake his own cause. 

And now, in closing, may I not earnestly com- 
mend this work to the sympathy and prayers of 
those who sent us ‘ither ? We need the contribu- 
tions of the churches; but far more do we need 
wrestlings in our behalf at the throne of 
Will not the friends of this mission beseech the 
Father of mercies to grant us a powerful out- 
a of his Spirit; that here the gospel may 
triumph over the pride, unbelief and deep delu- 
sions of the human heart, and Jesus Christ be 
welcomed as a Savior, friend and portion? 


Cryton.—Mr. Whittelsey writes, under date 
of March 24, “ Since my last communication four 
girls—Elizabeth A. Stone, Phila Willard, Frances 
A. Hall and Eliza M. Hubbell—have been ad- 
mitted to the church.” 

Mr. Smith, in a letter dated April 3, says, 


During the last term of last year, we were 
much encouraged by the interest which some of 
the girls in the school at Varany manifested re- 
specting their spiritual interests. For a time all 
were much more attentive to the instruction given 
them, and we hope, though with trembling, that 
some have given their hearts to their ‘Sorin. 
With such the interest continues ; and we hope it 
may soon appear that they have truly chosen 
Christ for their portion. The wife of Charles 
Jenkins, one of the teachers in the school, will 
probably soon be admitted to the church. She 
was taught in the school, and was frequently 
mentioned by Mr. Apthorp in his letters as the 
daughter of ‘Tumban, the catechist. 

In October a new girl was received into the 
school from Manepy, and named Ellen Bagby. 
In January another was received from Chava- 
cherry, and named Elizabeth Hall Thaxter ; she 
is supported by the Juvenile Missionary Society 
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: thuen, Massachusetts. They both appear 
= go "and make good te: Bor ia their 
hee. On the 28th of January Marietta C. 
Jaquith was removed hy death. She was one of 
those who had manifested some concern for their 


Is. 
mali things have gone forward in harmony at 
Varany, up to the present time. The church 
members, and many of the school girls, have con- 
tinued to manifest a deep interest in the truth, and 
delight in studying the word of God. During the 
nine months that we were at this station last year, 
the helpers, teacher and school girls, contributed, 
yoluntarily, about fifieen dollars for benevolent 

rposes. The girls saved a good portion of this 
amount by abstaining from one meal a week. 
They also obtained small sums for work dene out 
of school hours. 


Cuina.—Doct. Parker, in a letter dated March 
18, says that the China Mail of March 13, con- 
tains the following article : 


PEKING GAZETTE. 
Christianity. 

Itis authentically stated that Keying has me- 
morialized the Emperor on the subject of the 
Christian religion, and accompanied this paper 
with copies of Christian tracts and other books in 
the Chinese language. It pe that these have 
been minutely examined, and an answer has been 
received, (from the Boards at Peking,) to the effect 
that the publication of these works proceeds from 

motives, for they exhort the people to the 

tice of virtue; and the —— they contain, 

which has hitherto been interdicted, should be 
tolerated and allowed. 


Doct. Parker addressed a letter, May 17, to 
the proper Chinese officer, making inquiries as to 
the correctness of the statements contained in the 
foregoing article. The following is a copy of the 
reply which he received, March 18. 


I received your note of yesterday, and have 
rused it with pleasure, and fully understand it. 
Phave recently heard that the august Emperor 
has excused men who learn and practice the re- 
ligion of the Lord of Heaven from expiating their 
erime according to the old law ; but it is still not 
itted foreigners, at their pleasure, to repair 
to the inner land to promulgate their religion. 
Never has any one presented the Emperor with 
Christian books; neither has he sanctioned their 
broad circulation. 


Doct. Parker adds, in reference to this answer, 
“Tam happy to find that there is even so much 
foundation for the statement. Evidently the op- 
position to the spread of the gospel in China is 
gradually yielding.” 


New York Inpians.—A letter from Mr. 
Hall, dated Alleghany, July 31, communicates 
the following information. 


We have had two schools in operation through 
the past year, and another during the summer. 
The whole number of pupils connected with them 
has been about eighty, of whom eight are whites, 
all the rest being Indians. The average number 
has been about forty-seven. We also pay the 
tuition of about a dozen Indians who attend white 





schools, or schools not under the control of the 
Board. Our school at Oldtown is doing re- 
markably well; while the rest, by reason of ir- 
regularity in the attendance of the pupils, present 
nothing but discouragement. 

The present number of church members is 
about one hundred and twenty, seven of whom 
are whites. We have lost three by death and 
one by excommunication ; several stand charged 
with offences. We have received six on exami- 
nation. 
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MISSIONARY CONVENTION AT WHITE- 
HALL, NEW YORK. 


A CONVENTION of the friends of missions was 
held at Whitehall, New York, on the 24th and 
25th of July last. Dr. Parker, of Philadelphia, and 
Dr. Armstrong were present as a delegation from 
the Board. William H. Parker, Esq. was chosen 
President, Rev. C. Doolittle and Rev. R. N. 
Robinson, Vice Presidents, and Rev. S. L. Her- 
rick and John C. House, Esq., Secretaries. The 
Business Committee reported various topics for 
discussion ; and addresses were delivered by the 
gentlemen who came as a deputation of the 
Board, and by others present. ‘The number of 
persons in attendance was not large ; it is thought, 
however, that the influence of the meeting will be 
salutary. 





CLOSE OF THE FINANCIAL YEAR. 


THE receipts of the Board for the financial 
year which terminated July 31, from all sources, 
were $255,112. The expenditures during the 
same period, together with the debt of the pre- 
vious year, were $237,817. The balance on 
hand, therefore, at the commencement of the 
new year, was $17,295. The excess of the 
receipts of the past year over those of the pre- 
ceding year, is owing to the unusually large 
amount of the legacies. The income from this 
source in 1843-4, amounted to $16,446 ; while in 
1844-5 it has been $32,437. 

The state of the treasury at the present time is 
peculiarly gratifying, inasmuch as a number of 
persons are under appointment who are expecting 
to go out as missionaries in the course of a few 
weeks. 








ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BOARD. 


Tue Thirty-sizth Annual Meeting of 
the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions will be held in 
Brooklyn, New York, to commence on 








Tuesday, the ninth day of September 
next, at four o’clock in the afternoon. 
Rev. Mark Hopkins, D. D., President of 
Williams College, is expected to preach 
the annual sermon on the evening of 
that day. The meeting will probably 
adjourn on the following Friday. 





DONATIONS, 


RECEIVED IN JULY. 


Board wf ee Missions in Ref. —_ Ch. 


w. hompson, New York, - 10 
Beard of Foreign Missions in dvem R 
Ch. Rev. Heiner, Baltimore, Tr. 
miss, at Broosa, 400 00 
Addison Co. Vt. Aux. So. A. Wilcox, Tr. 
Addison, Cong. ch. 13 50 
Bristol, do. 3 62 
Shoreham, > 40 
Weybridge, 00—93 00 
Barnstable Co. Ne Aux. So, W. Crocker, Tr. 
E. Falmouth, B. Hatch, 
N. Falmouth, Ch. 22 00 
Sandwich, Evan. cong. so. 84,20; 
m. ¢. 31,57 ; wh. cons. Rev. Gitzs 
Pease an H. M. 115 77—142 77 


Belknap Co. N. H. Aux. So. 

Gilmanton [ron Works, Coll. 13,50 ; m. c. 12; 25 50 
Berkshire Co. Ms. Aux. So. T. Green, Tr. 

Benj. Cone’s two daughters, dec’d, 500 00 


Curtisville, Ch. and cong. 13 00 
Dalton, do. 42 00 
Egremont, do. 27 53 
Gt. Barrington, > 105 00 
Hinsdale, 125 75 
Lee, Gent. 194,50; la. 82,02; m. c. 
27,74; 
Lenox, Co so. 5257; Rev. J. 
Hotchkin, 10 ; m. c. 39,20 : 0. 77 
New Marlboro’, s. par. 47 
Peru, Gent. and Ia. 27 35 
Richmond, 56 41 
Sheffield, Gent. 80 82; la. 62,69; 143 51 
South Adams, 17 12 


South Tyringham, 40; Mrs. E. L. B. 
Howe, 10; wh. cons. Rev. Sam- 
URL Howr an H. M. 

— Gent. and la. 99,95; 


130 51 
West Stockbridge Village, 3 00 
West mg * Centre, 
Williamstown, illiams Coll. 165, 
; dise. 10c.; gent. 129,35; la. 
169,42 ; 92 
Windsor, 41 00-2,237 60 


Boston, Ms. 8. A. Danforth, Agent 
(Of wh. fr. D. N. Smith, 1;afriend,1;) 571 00 
Brookfield Asso. Ms. A. Newell, Tr. 
West Brookfield, Chil. for ed. of chil. in 


Cey 
B ale y Vie. NW. ¥. Aux. So. J. Cn, a 
uffalo, Ist pres. ch. m. c. 50 4 
Lancaster, res. 19 33—60 86 


Charleston & Vic. S. . Aux. So. R. L. Stewart, Tr. 
Charleston, 3d pres. ch. m. c. 21,76; 
a mem. of the ch. 100; juv. miss. 

asso. in s. s. 30 ; Circular ch. ann. 

coll. 40 ; col’d mem. for ed. of three 

young men in Mr. Wilson's sch. 

. Africa, 60 ; m. c. 19,80 ; 271 56 

Indian Town, Pres. ch. col’d people, 
for sup. of Mr. Wilson, W. Africa, 8 00 


56 
Ded. dis. 1 39—278 17 
Cumberland Co. Me. Aux. So. D. ——, Tr. 
Mechanic Falls, Cong. ch. _ so. 500 
6 61 


N. Bridgton, 
N. Gloucester, Mrs. P. Nelson, 10 00 


Donations. 








Szpr, 


Poland, m. c. ll 
Portland, High-st. ch. 236,25 ; m. c. 
50,41; 2d ch. m. c. 28,57 ; 315 23348 
Essez Co. North, Ms. Aux. So. J. —, Tr. 
Bradford, A friend, 
Haverhill, Centre’ cong. ch. and so, 
50; m. c. 43; wh. cons. Rev. B. 
F. Hosrorp an H. M.; A. Kit- 
tredge, 25 ; 118 
Newburyport, Ist pres. so. 102,50; 
nt. 121,75; Ia. 155,75; a friend, 
; Mr. Dimmick’s so. m. c. 50,72 ; 
Mrs. Z. P. G. Banister, wh. and 
prev. dona. cons. SamugL Cow.es 
of Colebrook, Ct. an H. M.50; 500 72—623 79 
Essex Co. South, "Ms. Aux. So. C. M. a Ye he 


Lynnfield, Cong. ch. and so. 0 00 
Salem, South ch. and so. 300 ; Crom- 

bie-st. do. 28,95; m. c. 19,71; 

Howard-st. ch. to cons. Grorcr 

H. Saitu an H. M. 105; 453 66—463 66 


Geneva § Vic. N. Y. C. A. Cook, Agent. 
Centre Lisle, Gent. 14,20 ; la. 6,50 ; 20 70 
Chenango Forks, Cong. ch. 2 0 
Coventry, G. D. P. & S. av. of Atlas, 

12.50 ; H. P. av. of pocket books, 
17 81 

Geneve, P. Hastings, to cons. Mrs. 
or Hastines an H. M. 100; 
la. 47,68 ; 147 68 


Gilbertsville, La. 8 00 
Greene, Ong, er 15 00 
Guilford, 36 82 
Lisle, Cong. oh 25,68; la. 15,90; 41 58 
Maine, L. Chamberlain, 5 00 
Newark Valley, Pres. ch. 53 44 


Norwich, Coll. ” 48,62 ; m. €. 23,93 ; 
I. Bement, dee’d, 15 ; 

Plymouth, I. Sheldon, for Martha J. 
and Mary 4. Sheldon, Ceylon, 20 ; 
D.M.1; L. 8.1; 2 

Preston, Mrs. A. P. and daughter, 10 

Smyrna, I. Foote, 20; I. Foote, Jr. 
5; indiv. 14.62; 

Sherburne, — ch. 96,58; youn 
la. sew. so. for Mary Rezfor 
Ceylon, 21 ; Mrs. W. Newton and 
chil. for Maria Newton, Ceylon, 


137 58 
Virgil, A friend, 3 5 
Windsor, Cong. “ch. 16 00—674 03 
Grafton Co. N. H. Aux. 80, W. Green, Tr. 
Haverhill, Ist cong. ch. and so. 1 
Littleton, Ch. and so. 13,25; m. c. 
25 ; 8. 8. con. for schs. at Ma- 
dura, 3,50 ; 42 00—-78 12 
Hampden Co. Ms. Aux. So. C. Merriam, Tr. 
Cabotville, m. c. 45 64 
Feeding Hills, Coll. 24 45 
Longmeadow, Fem. sew. cir. 57; a 
friend, 30 ; 
Monson, Coll. for sup. of Rev. J. L. 
Merrick, 190; m. c. 50,48 ; la. 5), 


66 ; 

North Wilbraham, m. c. 30,87; C. 
8. Merrick, dec’d, 1,55 ; 

Springfield, Ist con » $0. M. C. 186,11; 
South so. m. c. 7° 

Westfield, — 88 ; mc. 57; C. A. 
Jessup, 

West Springteld, Ist cong. so. m. c. 
90,40 ; Ireland par. Mr. and Mrs. 
E. Smith, 50; s.s. for hea. , 


170 00 


3, 144 37-1,055 13 

Rengehive Co. Ms. Aux. So. J. D. Whitney, Tr. 
Ambherst, 8. par. a bal. 5 00 
Belchertown, Coll. 88,47 ; m. ¢. a, 


50; 
Chesterfield, A thank off’g, 3; ~, 


432 
Cummington, Ist par. m. c. 10 00 
East Hampton, m. c. 103 42 
Enfield, A friend, to cons. ee ND 

L. Latimer of Norwalk, O. an 
100 00 


Granby, m.¢. 111,78; E. Nash, 10; 121 78 
Northampton, Ist par. m. c. $2.75 ; 
Asanec Lyman, wh. cons. him 
and Mrs. Lucy Lyman, H. M. 
200 ; Edwards ch. m. c. 19,58; 312 33 























1845. 


th Hadley, m.c. 106; Mt. Hol- 
yoke fem aa. teachers, 294; pu- 
pils, 467 ; wh. cons. Miss Hannan 
oO. Bairey, Miss Mary M. Sre- 
vens, and Miss Ann R. Wester 
of 8. Hadley, Mrs. Marvina J. 
Rowsg.t, Sandwich Islands, and 
Miss Mary Avery, H. M. 
Williamsburgh, A friend, 50; Mrs. 
W. Shaw, dec’d, 5; 


867 00 


1,679 82 
Ded. exps. of aux. so. 38-1,679 44 
y Conf. of Chs. Ms. W. C. Capron, Tr. 
Webster, Ist cong. ch. and so. 
ord Co. Ct. Aux. So. H. A. Perkins, Tr. 
Bristol, m. c. 35 00 
Hartford, Centre so. m. ec. 7 3%6 
Suffield, m. c. 20 v0—-62 36 
fiillsboro’ Co. NV. H. Aux. So. J. A. Wheat, Tr. 
Greenfield, Evan. ch, 20 00 
Manchester, 2d cong. ch. to cons, 
Rev. Henny M. Dexter an H. M. 60 65 
Merrimack, Cong. ch. and so. 87; 
Mra. Mary Parken, 13; wh. cons. 
her an H. M 
Nashua, Ist ch. and so. 
wy Gent. 25,25 ; la. 21,27; m.c. 


50 00 


100 00 
194 00 


62 87—437 52 
landle oC. Vt. Aux. So. 8. Merriam, Tr. 
Morristown, y > M. Bingham, 

Lincoln Co. Me. Aux. So. Rev. E. Seabury, Tr. 
Bath, Winter-st. cong. so. m. c. 30 ; 

W. Richardson, to cons. Frev- 
grick L. Richarpson and Joun 
G. Ricnaroson, H. M. 200; for 
Eunice Richardson, Harriet L, 
Richardson, and Dorcas Leland, 
Ceylon, 60 ; 

Litchfield Co. Ct. Aux. So, C. L. Webb, Tr. 
South Cornwall, Miss M. Pierce, 
Warren, Coll. 76 ; of wh. ack. in Dec. as 

fr. Warren, 66,03 ; and included in coll. 
at anniversary, 9,97. 
Lowell & Vic. Ms. W. Davidson, Tr. 
Lowell, Ist cong. ch. 
Middlesex Co. South, Ms. Conf. of Chs. Rev. 
G. E. Day, Tr. 
Hopkinton, Ist cong. 80. to cons. Rev. Joun 
Lewis, New Digs ggins, W. T. an H. M. 


290 00 
25 00 


389 82 


Monroe Co. & Vic. N. Y. E. Ely, Tr. 
Clarkson, Ist cong. ch. 1 64 
North Chili, D. Y. E. 5 00 
Rochester, Brick pres. ch. A. Cham- 
jon, 1,000; Ist pres. ch. 109,61; 
Vashington-st. do. 40 ; mon. fem. 
miss. prayer meeting, 6 ; 1,155 61-1,202 25 


New Haven City, Ct. Aux. So. A. H. Maltby, Agent. 
Fairhaven, Young la. of Miss Gil- 
lum’s Bible class, for Madras miss. 40 00 
New Haven, Officers and students of 
Yale college, (of wh. fr. Rev. Dr. 
Goodrich, to cons. Mrs. Coauncry 
Goopricu of Malden, Ms. an H. M. 
100 ;) 541,50; m. ec. in do. 5,62; 
union m. ¢. 22, 91; Chureh-st. ch. 
do. 6,50 ; 3d ch. do. 7,88 ; a mem. 
of Ist ch. 5; 599 41—639 41 
New Haven Co. East, Ct. Aux. So. A. H. 
Maltby, Agent. 


Madison, Cong. ch. m. c. €3 00 
North Branford, Gent. 31 94 
Northford, Cong. ch, m. ¢. 9 56—104 50 


New Haven Co. West, Ct. Aux. So. A. Town- 
send, Jr. Tr. 


Hamden Plains, m. c. 755 
Middlebury, A friend, 5; E. Hine, 
dec’d, 10 
Waterbury, s.s. for H. N. Day, Cey- 
lon, 20 00—-42 55 
New London § Vic. Ct. Aux. he C. Chew, Tr. 


Stonington, 2d cong. ch. m. 
Nee York & Gity § Brooklyn, Aux. So. J. W. 


(Of 4 ‘fr. Anson G. Phelps for mission to 
W. Africa, 1,000 ; fr. Scudder miss. so. 
of West pres. "ch. for Rev. H. M. Scudder, 
29; A.R. Wermore, wh. cons. him an 
H. M. 100; E. H. Blatchford, wh. cons. 





Donations. 





Miss Marr M. W. and Miss Sornia 
Buatcurorp of Lansin, ingbur sh, N. Y., 
H. M, 200; Cuauncey ooRE, wh. 
cons. him an H. M. 100; Cuarves J. 
Stepman of Brooklyn, wh. cons. him an 
H. M. 100 ;) 2,701 27 
Norfolk Co. Ms. Aux. 80. Rev. 8. Harding, Tr. 
ilton, M. 5 00 
Roxbury, Eliot ch. and so. gent. 125, 
75 ; m. c. 25,92 ; 
Wrentham, Cong. ch. and so. to 
cons. Rev. Cuarces Fisx of lowa 
an H. M, 
Oneida Co. NW. Y. Aux. So. J. Dana, Tr. 
Remsen, Welch cong. so. 
Orange Co. Vt. Aux. So. J. Steele, Tr. 
Newbury, yk s.8. for George W. 
Campbell, Ce 10 00 
Orleans Co. Vt. ay So T. Jameson, Tr. 
Craftsbury, m. c. 3 00 
Otsego Co. WN Y. Aux. So. Rev. A. E. Campbell, Tr. 


151 67 


52 31—208 98 
15 00 


Cooperstown, La. miss. 80. & others, 27 00 
Middlefield, 32 25 
eo Rathbun, 50; 22 00 
Springfield, B. un. 

ae : cong. ina 
Westford 50 0u—218 25 


Penobscot Co. Me. Aux. So E. F. Duren, Tr. 
Bangor, Hammond-st. — ch. 50, 


86 ; s. 8. for Bebek sem. 48,25; 99 11 
Brewer, ist cong. ch. 21 28 
East Brewer, Cong. ch. 12 31 
Hampden, Cong. ch. and so. 49 54 
Orono, Cong. ch. 24; juv. miss. so. 

4,11; J.C.1; 29 11—207 35 

Rhode Island, Aux. So. 

Bristol, Cath. cong. 80. 59,25 ; la. - 

75; m.c. 5; 
Kingston, Cong. 80. " 00—123 00 


Richmond § Vic. Va. Aux. So. 8. Reeve, Tr. 805 64 
Rockingham Co. N. H. Conf. of Chas. 8. H. Piper, Tr. 
Brentwood, Mrs. A. Thyng, for Mary 
Ann Morrill, Ceylon, 20 00 
Derry, Pres. ch. 76 ; m. e. 24; 100 06—120 00 
St. Lawrence Co. N. Y. Aux. So. J. Smith, Tr. 
Brasher Falls, Pres. ch. first fruits of penny 


week subscrip. 5 00 

Somerset Co. Me. "aus. So. C. Selden, Tr. 

Norridgewock, C. Selden, 5 00 
Strafford Co. N. H. Aux. So. E. J. Lane, Tr. 

Dover, Coll. 81,89 ; m.c. 18,11; 100 00 

Sanbornton, Cong. ‘ch. and so. 13 25—113 25 
Sullivan Co. NV. H. Aux. So. D. 8. Dutton, Tr. 

Acworth, Miss H. Ware, 5 50 
Taunton & Vic. Ms. Aux. "So. 

Norton, Trin. cong s. s. for ed. chil. in Ceylon, 5 00 


Union Conf. of Chs. Me. S. Andrews, Tr. 


Waterford, Cong. ch. and so. 12 50 
ro of = Mississippi, Aux. So. G. 
eed. og 06 93 
Washington. Co. Vt. Aux. 80. J. W. Howes, 
Barre, m. ¢. 14,17 ; la. 18,90; 33 07 
Montpelier, Ist cong. ch. m. e 57 1; 
gent. 50; la. 74; Rev. J. R. 
cans ; D. D. M. for ed. of hea. 
chil. 35c. 203 52 
Waitsfield, Cong. ch, and so. 19,50 ; 
m. ¢. 7; 56—263 15 


Washington Co. NW. Y. Aux. So. M. ei. Tr. 
Whitehall, Pres. ch. m. c. 54 00 
Western Reserve, O. Aux. So. Rev. H. Coe, Agt. 
473 


Burton, 
Canfield, Cong. ch. 4 ; la. benev. so. 
10; 


3 14 00 
Cleveland, 2d pres. ch. m. ¢. 65,36 ; 
la. miss. so. 61,64; m.c. in Ist 
pres. ch. 9,15; indiv. 5,25; 141 40 
Cuy Falls, 3 00 
Dover, le i 21 23 
Edinburg, 1; B. Carter, 10; 11 00 
Euclid, ch. 29 00 
Gustavus, 3,50 ; ; G. Herless, 10 00 


Hudson, Wes. Res. col. w tea 
rev. dona. cons. Rev. Ciement 
wo an H. M. 15; Rev. H. Coe, 

for Jane E. Coe, Ceylon, 10; 


Kinsman, 
29; T. M. 10; 


nT) 


Kirkland, Pres. ch. 
A.C. R. 10; -_ ‘Coe, 10; 
Lyme, Cc. Ri 

















324 Donations. Serr, 

Nelson, 8,82; W. Clark, for Mr. Newark, N. J. 1st pres. ch. s. 8. wh and prey, 

Taylor, Madura, 5; Rev. F. 4.1; 14 82 dona. cons. Joun P. Jackson an H. M. 80; 

Painesville, ly 00 3d pres. ch. m. c. 39,34; a youth, for China 

Plain, 15,26 ; a fem. friend, 15c. 15 41 miss. 1; 190 34 

Plymouth, 20 66 Newbury, NV. Y. 2d pres. ch. m. c. 15 00 

Sharon, C. M. Johnson, 10 00 New Haven, N. Y. Cong. ch. m. c. 7 49 

South Amherst, 2 00 New Jersey, G. D. 15 00 

Streetsborough, 6 15 New Lebanon, N. Y. R. Woodworth, a rev. pen. 

4 Erg = 17,14; D. Upson, 10; 27 14 to cons. Epwin A. DootittLe of Albany, 

Toledo, 38,28 ; Miss L. W.3; Rev. and Moses Y. Titven of New Lebanon, 

C. Kidder, 9; 50 28 H, M. 200; a friend, 100; 300 00 

Willoughby, Ch. 7 53 New Providence, Ia. Pres. ch. 15; dis. 10c. 14 99 

Newton, Ms. W. par. B. Eddy, 5 00 

513 35 North Andover, Ms. Trin. cong. 80. m. c. 30 00 

Ded. dis. 7 92—505 43 | North Chelmsford, Ms Evan. cong. ch. 110 00 

Windham Co. Vt. Aux. So. A. E. Dwinell, Tr. Pencader, Del. Pres. ch. 31 ; dis. 18c. 30 89 
Brattleboro’ West, Coll. 44,27 ; m. c. Perrry, Me. m. c. 6 00 
15,06 ; 59 33 Philadelphia, Pa. J. F. Molten, 2 00 

Grafton, Ch. and so. 51; J. Barrett, Providence, R. I. Brown University, relig. so, 

; m. ¢. 23; 99 00 m. ¢, 25 53 
Putney, Coll. 43,89; m. ¢. 6; 49 8Y Richland, N. Y. Cong. ch. m. c. 25 00 
Wilmington, La. benev. so. 5 W0—213 22 | Savannah, Ga. Male and fem. miss. so. in Ind. 

Windham Co. Senth, Ct Aux. So. Z. Storrs, Tr. pres. ch 253,28; juv. miss. so. 19,05; Daw- 

Westminster, Gent. 18 ; la. 27,10; 45 10 fuskie Island, J. Stoddard, to cons. Mrs, 
Windsor Co. Vt. Aux. So. E. C. Tracy, Tr. Catuanine O. Bioocett, Miss Emity F, 

Norwich North, 35 00 Biopcett, and Wituam I. Bropeerr, 

White River, 45 00 H. M. 300; 572 33 

Windsor, Gent 26; Ia.21; m. c. 10; 57 00—137 00 ee NV. Y. Pres. cong. 130 75 
York Co. Me. Conf. of Chs. Rev. G. W. Cressey, Tr. | South Middletown, N. Y. Pres. ch. 62,34; 

Lyman, Cong. ch. and so. 25 00 chil. 1,50; 63 84 

Sanford, Cong. ch. 43 00—-68 00 | Sparta, NV. J. Pres. ch. 54 00 

——— | Swanville. Mc. Mra. H. Warren, for cir. in 

Total from the above sources, $20,628 54| China of the sermon on the mount, 5 0 

Syria, A missicnary of the Board, 100 0 

Vermont, 100 00 

VARIOUS COLLECTIONS AND DONATIONS | Vienna, 0. C. Woodruff, 4; Rev. X. Betts,2; 6 09 

Wahalak, Miss. Pres. ch. m. c. 50 00 

Aaronsburgh, Pa. Pres. ch. 8 00 | warren. Pa. Ist pres. ch. 15 00 

Andover, Ms, Old Svuth ch, 153 ; m. c. 51,46; Warren. O. D. M. I. 500 

chapel cong m. c. and contrib. 187 ; 391 - 

Ann Arbor, Mich. ist pres. ch. s. 8. for Thomas By Doct. Scudder. 

Moseley, Ceylon 10 00} Chil. and others in N. Y. and N, J. 21,31; 
Axtalan, W. 7p Ww. Arms, 2 83| Binghamton, girls’ so. 8,50; chil. of Doct. 
Baltimore, Md. 5th pres. ch.m.c.ands.s. 124 00 — av. of abstinence fr. tea and coffee, 
Batavia, N. Y. Ist pres. ch. 5 ves 
Bennington, S al vere, so. (of wh. from G. =o Unknown, To cons. Rev. Asher Waicut of 

Lyman, to cons. Rev. Cuarces Bracn of Seneca miss. an H. M. 

ewark, N. J. an H. M. 50 ;) 92 00 ——anae 
Bennington, NV. H. Mrs. D. Whittemore, *for $24,236 45 
. Whittemore, Ceylon, 20 00 
ae Ms. Ortho. ay 80. m. ¢. 15 00 LEGACIES. 

rooklyn, NV. Y. W. T. & M. Cochran. 1h 
yn Me. Cong. ch. m. c. - 54 00 | A deceased friend, by A. C. (prev. rec'd 200 ;) 114 63 
Burford, C. W. Rev. W. F. Clarke, 33 | Derry, WV. H. Miss Sophia Clarke, J 
Cambrid geport, Ms. Ist evan. ch. and so. m.c. 50 00 Douglas, Ms. David airbanks, by E. Wash- 
Chatham Village, N. J. Pres. ch. la. for Han- burn, (prev. rec’d 910 ;) 160 10 

nah Cockrem, Ceylon, 20 00 — Se Graves, by E. & 8. me 

Chelsea, Ms. Winnisimmet ch. and so. m. c. 34 75 raves, Ets. 
Cooperstown, N. Y. Mrs. Stowell, 5 00 | Vorfolk, Ct. Ephraim Coy, by J. Battell, Ex'r. 400 00 
Corning, N. Y. A lady, 200 —— 
Danville, Pa. Mrs. C. Montgomery, 20 00 $880 73 
Dennysville, Me. Cong. 80.8. 8. con. for Robert 

Crossett, Ceylon, 25 00 | Amount of donations and legacies acknowledged in the 
Denton, N. Y. Pres. ch. 6 00| preceding lists, $25,117 18. Total from August let 
Elkton, Md. do. 10 00} to July Sist, $253,300 93. 

Farmington, . M. "3 = 00 
Franklin, Pa, Pres. ch. m. c. 5 00 ‘ 
Harperefeld, WN. Y. Cong. ch. and so. m. c. 8,50; DONATIONS IN CLOTHING, &c. 

0 Btend, ©; 18 50) Brimfeld, Ms. A box, fr. East Corner sew. so. 31 00 

; , » fr. ’ 

eee es ne: = Wood, 50 00 “7 Ms. A box, fr. la. char. so. for poor oli 
Jerseyville, IU. Pres. ch. 20 ; dis. 10c. 19 90 oe 4 
John’s Island, S. C. Rev. Dr. White, 95 00 | Montpelier, Ft. A box, fr. gent. asso. 41 75 
New Berlin, N. Y. A box, fr. la. so. 47 8 
Johnston, O. Rev. O. 8. Elis 5 00) ‘Newton Falls, 0. do. fc. la. benev for Hilo 
Kingsboro’, N. Y. Mrs. Amelia Potter, to cons. a — —_ _ 35 00 

Bre. Tiasam Yous on HB. M. 100 00 | south Boston, Ms. Shirts and pillow cases, fr 
Lawrenceville, Pa. Pres. ch. m. c. 20; Mrs. M, a P ns ba 06 
sin WY Pros. ch. 44,56; less dis S3c. 24 93 | Uties: W. ¥. (via), A box. ; 

WY. . ch. 44,56 ; " ; , 

Malden, Ms. Trin. cong. 80. 8. 8. for printing Winslow, Me. A barrel, fr. indiv. for Sandw. Isl. 

Bibles in Madura, 10 00 
Malden, N. Y. Pres. tay c. 39 29 
Modjerd, Me. Mr. Baker's — 98) ay | The following articles are respectfully solicited from 
Mendham, N. J. 3. Thomson, 10 ; a little girl, fanufacturers and others. 

5c. 10 25| Printing paper, writing paper, stationery, slates, 
McDonough, Ga. John Daily, 22 50 | shoes, hats, blankets, sheets, pillow-cases, towels, 
Middletown Point, N. J. W. Parker, 10 00 | shirts, socks, stockings, fulled-cloth, flannel, domestic 
Milton, W. T. Ceng. ch. 10 00 | cotton, etc. 











